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7:28 p.m. on Jan. 23; and the 1600 
block of South Prairie Avenue at 
8:12 p.m. on Jan. 27.
Police urge women to be aware of 
their surroundings and report any 
suspicious activity immediately. If 
South Loop residents are confront-
ed by an assailant, CPD advises 
that they remain calm and try to re-
member any unique characteristics 
such as scars or a limp.
The community alert advises 
that victims do not pursue a flee-
ing assailant. Victims should pro-
vide any information they have to 
police, and if a witness approaches 
a victim after an attack, he or she 
should request the witness’ contact 
information. Victims should call 
9-1-1 immediately and remain on 
the scene if possible.
Police issued a second communi-
ty alert Jan. 27 regarding an armed 
robbery that occured Jan. 23.
At 2:38 p.m., the suspect pointed 
a Taser at the victim and demanded 
her phone. Frightened by the man, 
she complied. The robbery took 
place at the Roosevelt CTA station, 
1147 S. State St., as the victim was 
Online exclusive video
Opinions: South Side trauma center 
is city’s responsibility, See pg. 30
POLICE ARE WARNING South Loop 
residents of an unknown male of-
fender or offenders whom they say 
violently assaulted and robbed four 
women between Jan. 13–27.
In each case, the women were ap-
proached from behind, pushed or 
punched in the face and knocked  to 
the ground,  after which their purses 
and cellphones were forcibly taken, 
according to a community alert is-
sued by detectives on Jan. 28.
Detectives are looking for a sus-
pect between the ages of 18–20 or 
30–35, with an approximate height 
between 5-foot-6 and 5-foot-10 and 
a weight of about 150–200 pounds. 
Two of the women described the 
assailant as a black male, and the 
other two could not identify the 
offender’s race.
The robberies occurred on the 
1500 block of South Wabash Ave-
nue at 9:12 p.m. on Jan. 13; the 1500 
block of South Indiana Avenue 
at 10:30 p.m. on Jan. 16; the 1900 
block of South Indiana Avenue at 
Green Party 
of Chicago 
endorses Bob 
Fioretti
THE GREEN PARTY 
of Chicago of-
ficially endorsed 
mayoral candidate 
Bob Fioretti, al-
derman of the 2nd 
ward, on Jan. 28.
“I’m proud 
to stand here with the Green Par-
ty as a candidate who has been 
endorsed by the Green Party for 
mayor of the City of Chicago be-
cause their concerns are my 
concerns,” Fioretti said at the 
press conference.
Phil Huckleberry, chair of the 
Green Party, said Fioretti is com-
mitted to upholding the party’s 
four pillars: social justice, non-vi-
olence, grassroots democracy and 
ecological wisdom, which he said 
CPD warns South Loop  
residents of violent assaults
Arts & Culture: Documentary series 
discusses school closings, See pg. 17
City remembers former Cub Ernie Banks
 x SEE FIORETTI PG. 39
MATT MCCALL
Metro Editor
MATT MCCALL
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 x SEE MOODLE, PG. 9
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transferring from the Red Line to 
the Green Line. 
The offender is described as a 
black male with a medium com-
plexion between the ages of 20–30, 
with an approximate height be-
tween 5-foot-7 and 6-feet, and 
weight of 140–175 pounds.
Anyone with information re-
garding the alleged attacks should 
contact the Bureau of Detectives — 
Area Central (312) 747-8384.
mmccall@chroniclemail.com
1500 S. WABASH AVE. 
1500 S. INDIANA AVE. 
1600 S. PRAIRIE AVE.
1900 S. INDIANA AVE.
1147 S. STATE ST.
AMID THE COLLEGE’S long-touted 
plan to push classroom content 
from OASIS to Moodle, a huge 
surge in uploads caused the learn-
ing management system to crash 
Jan. 22, prompting some members 
of the campus community to ques-
tion the college’s reliance on the 
much-criticized system.
Moodle has been known to crash 
intermittently, the latest instance 
being a Jan. 29 outage. The 30 
percent increase in uploads to the 
server that caused the Jan. 22 out-
age just days before also spawned 
an agreement with Moodle Rooms, 
one of the leading Moodle service 
providers, to outsource all Moodle 
data storage from the college to the 
company’s servers, according to 
Ron Aderhold, interim chief infor-
mation officer of the office of Infor-
mation Technology .
Aderhold said the college’s serv-
ers did not have enough storage ca-
pacity to support the influx of data. 
The IT office began transferring 
all Moodle data to Moodle Rooms 
servers Jan. 26 in a process expect-
ed to be completed in two months, 
Aderhold said.
Aderhold also said that IT has 
added storage to the college’s Moo-
dle servers to maintain the system’s 
stability during this 60-day period. 
Aderhold said in an emailed state-
ment that the added storage was 
allocated and cost the college no 
money but declined to comment on 
the cost of the college’s new agree-
ment with Moodle Rooms.
Aderhold said Moodle has not 
MEGAN BENNETT
Campus Reporter
Moodle: it’s complicated
crashed since September. The 
learning management system has a 
consistent history of faulty behav-
ior and technical issues, he said. 
“When I [started in September], 
I noticed that [Moodle] just wasn’t 
a robust, well-supported system,” 
Aderhold said. “I can’t really speak 
to what decisions were made be-
forehand other than it wasn’t well-
supported. We didn’t have really 
any depth of talent here on staff to 
support it.”
Lou Foglia THE CHRONICLE
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Data surge, outages prompt partnership, cost college money
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STAFF MASTHEAD
WHILE SOME STUDENTS approach reg-
istering for classes with a solidified 
plan and little room for deviance, 
others students’ course loads 
hinge on the seven-day period at 
the beginning of each semester 
where classes can be like a pair of 
shoes you are not sure you want: 
buy them if you like them or throw 
them back and keep searching for 
the right fit.
 Admittedly, scheduling is a little 
different than buying shoes. Most 
shoes—aside from the red-soled or 
those emblazoned with the iconic 
interlocking Cs—don’t cost upward 
of $2,000 per shoe and the return 
policy is not constrained to the tu-
multuous time known as “add/drop.”
 Columbia’s current policy only 
gives students one class meeting 
to decide if they want their sizable 
investments to go toward sitting 
in a classroom for 15 weeks. While 
students have the option to drop the 
class for an additional seven days 
after the add period, registration is 
essentially closed, leaving students 
with the option to stick with the 
class or worse—alter their status as 
full-time or leave the college with 
their money.
 An extended “add/drop” period 
each semester could only benefit 
students. Armed with additional 
time to navigate their education, 
students would have the opportu-
nity to enroll in classes that better 
reflected what they want to study. 
The policy could also go a long way 
to helping increase the college’s at 
times questionable retention rate.
 But there is also another way to 
accomplish such a venture without 
radically altering how the college 
approaches registration: making syl-
labi accessible for every course when 
course schedules go live months 
before registration  even opens.
 While course descriptions give 
a vague idea of what a course will 
cover, they typically do not convey 
what a course really entails or 
the expectations and direction a 
certain professor plans to take. 
Such information can be crucial to 
making an informed decision and 
could also help students determine 
which academic major is the right 
choice for them to pursue.
 Most professors upload a 
syllabus for a class to Moodle, the 
college’s online learning manage-
ment system, but students do not 
have access to them unless they are 
already registered in a course. This 
practice can be problematic, though.
 Several Moodle pages are not 
active until the week of or the days 
leading up to the beginning of the 
semester. The only real informa-
tion available is the professor’s 
college email and a manifest of the 
students registered. Even when 
the page is active and students are 
registered in the class, there is no 
guarantee that they can access the 
syllabus right away.
 It can take as little as a few hours 
to a couple of days before students 
have access to a Moodle page after 
they register for a class. For stu-
dents whose schedules do not shift 
during “add/drop,” this has little 
impact. For the students who are 
looking for the right class to take, 
this can be a tedious hassle in an 
already stressful crunch time.
 Would students use syllabi to 
identify the least amount of work 
needed to coast through an under-
graduate program? Of course. 
 That shouldn’t be a deterrent, 
though. If Moodle cannot sup-
port such a process, then perhaps 
OASIS, which previously allowed 
students to browse syllabi, has 
more merit than it is being given. 
Regardless, the way the college 
approaches registration hinders its 
competitiveness with other higher 
education institutions. It would 
also create a system that assists 
students in making intelligent de-
cisions about their education and 
time at Columbia.
College’s registration process 
should ‘add’ more consideration
Kelly Wenzel THE CHRONICLE
“The Moments Between: New Work,” a new on-campus exhibit by Rafael E. Vera, had its opening reception on Jan. 29 at the Averill and Bernard Leviton A+D Gallery 
located in the 619 S. Wabash Ave. Building. Vera’s sculptures utilize building materials and domestic objects, which occupy space relative to production and consumption.
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The collegewide forum “Let’s 
Talk,” which took place in Novem-
ber, was one of the group’s most 
successful events to date, Kalinoski 
said. The event was used to collect 
information from students about 
which issues they felt deserve at-
tention from student government. 
“We got a lot of information back 
from the students that we needed 
to keep us going for the next se-
mester,” said Teddie Hill, a junior 
journalism major and SGA vice 
president. “[It] helped point us in 
the right direction, figure out who 
to talk to, [and] fix some problems 
if we can.”
Kalinoski said much of the feed-
back received from students had to 
do with technology, including re-
quests for more printing resources 
on campus and issues with Moodle. 
Kalinoski also said campus security 
was a concern and that SGA will be 
HAVING SPENT MUCH of the Fall 2014 
semester forging a relationship with 
the college community, the Student 
Government Association is recon-
vening Feb. 3 for its first senate 
meeting of the new semester. 
Last semester, SGA focused on 
increasing its presence on campus 
and creating a strong awareness 
of the organization. This semes-
ter, one of its main goals is to give a 
stronger voice to the student body 
by listening to its concerns and rep-
resenting students on and off cam-
pus, according to Sara Kalinoski, 
SGA president and a sophomore art 
material conservation major.
To learn what issues were im-
pacting students the most, SGA 
held several campuswide events to 
join the student body in discussion.
Former student recognized for LGBTQ reporting
working to make students aware of 
the resources available to them. 
This semester, another major way 
SGA plans to amplify student voices 
is through continuing advocacy for 
an issue at the forefront of most stu-
dents’ minds: affordability. 
In efforts to balance the state 
budget and decrease spending, Il-
linois legislators are considering 
redirecting Monetary Award Pro-
gram grant funds—which provide 
money to Illinois residents attend-
ing approved in-state colleges who 
demonstrate financial need—along 
with reducing state education 
funding by 20–30 percent, accord-
ing to a Nov. 24, 2014, Quad-City 
Times article. 
As members of the Illinois Board 
of Higher Education Student Advi-
sory Committee, Kalinoski and Hill 
met with the organization Jan. 30 
at Illinois State University to dis-
cuss MAP funds and further plans 
to advocate for the program at the 
state level. 
“What we’re doing right now is 
trying to get [Gov. Bruce] Rauner 
and all of our elected officials to un-
derstand how important the matter 
is to us,” Hill said. “Without that, 
a lot of us wouldn’t even be able to 
continue our education.”
SGA will also participate in the 
Federation of Independent Illinois 
Colleges Student Lobby Day in the 
spring to meet with state represen-
tatives and ask for financial support.
As the semester unfolds, SGA 
will continue working to strength-
en its relationship with the stu-
dent body to ensure that all student 
needs are being addressed. 
Part of this goal includes fill-
ing eight vacant Senate positions. 
Though Kalinoski said there has 
been an improvement in SGA Sen-
SGA to hold first meeting of semester 
MEGAN BENNETT
Campus Reporter
SAM VINTON
Campus Reporter
 x SEE GLAAD, PG.10
 x SEE SGA, PG.10
ate vacancies, it is still a concern 
when it comes to making sure all de-
partments are represented.
“When we’re having our meet-
ings, we’re getting to decide on very 
important issues,” Kalinoski said. 
“If a department isn’t being repre-
sented, then that whole group of 
students, their voice isn’t repre-
sented, so I think it’s very import-
ant that these positions are filled.” 
With elections in April, Kalinos-
ki said she encourages all interest-
ed students to apply for Senate po-
sitions for the coming school year. 
Students who are interested can 
submit an application through the 
SGA website.  
Aldo Guzman, the director of 
Student Activities and Leadership 
and SGA faculty advisor, said the 
organization’s increased visibility 
A COLUMBIA ALUMNUS is creating 
buzz for his in-depth coverage of 
LGBTQ news.
Tony Merevick, a 2012 journal-
ism alumnus, worked for Buzz-
Feed from September 2013 to 
October 2014, where he wrote “A 
Year Later, ‘Nothing’ Has Changed 
Since Transgender Woman Islan 
Nettles Was Killed,” a story about 
violence in the transgender com-
munity that earned him a nomi-
nation in the Outstanding Digital 
Journalism category of the 2015 
Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against 
Defamation Awards.
Merevick said he learned about 
the honor on Twitter after a user 
congratulated him.
“I’m really honored that, first of 
all, GLAAD recognized my work 
as a reporter and then I’m really 
grateful that they’ve chosen this 
story—which is about anti-LGBTQ 
violence—as important and worthy 
of wider recognition,” he said.
GLAAD Director of Communica-
tions Seth Adam read the piece and 
said it sheds light on an important 
issue that is not always covered by 
mainstream news outlets.
“It provides a detailed and stark 
account of the horrific rates of vio-
lence that [transgender] women—
specifically [transgender] women 
of color—are facing,” Adam said.
The GLAAD Media Awards, 
which honor news and entertain-
ment outlets for their fair and ac-
curate depictions of the LGBTQ 
community, have been around for 
26 years. The nominees were re-
vealed Jan. 21 and winners will be 
announced March 21.
Merevick said he discovered his 
passion for writing about LGBTQ 
issues while in college.
“I found that covering stories 
that make a difference in the com-
munity was a really great thing to 
do and I enjoyed it,” he said.
Nancy Traver, an adjunct jour-
nalism professor who taught Mer-
evick for multiple classes, said she 
noticed his desire to report on the 
LGBTQ community early on and 
that he was very committed. 
Traver said her excitement about 
Merevick’s nomination was com-
parable to how she felt when he told 
her he was hired at BuzzFeed and 
that she is not surprised his work is 
receiving recognition.
“I have many students that I’m 
thrilled to watch their careers take 
off,” she said. “It’s just incredibly 
rewarding as an instructor to see 
students thrive, succeed and go out 
in the world and make journalism.”
Merevick has since left BuzzFeed 
and is currently a cities news editor 
at Thrillist New York, a men’s life-
style website. While he no longer 
covers LGBTQ stories specifically, 
FILE PHOTO
Tony Merevick, a 2012 journalism alumnus, was nominated for a GLAAD Media Award for his reporting for BuzzFeed. Winners are announced March 21.
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A YEAR AFTER two male students 
made history as the first same-sex 
couple to be voted Blood Ball King 
and Queen, election season for the 
2015 Blood Ball is beginning to 
gain momentum.
With the event fast approaching, 
students can submit a bid for the 
crown until Feb. 13. Students must 
have a cumulative GPA of at least 
2.0 and must submit a one-minute 
video for their peers to view stat-
ing why they should be nominated. 
Videos will be uploaded to the Stu-
dent Loop website for voting, which 
takes place Feb. 16–27, said Sarah 
Shaaban, assistant director of Stu-
dent Activities and Leadership.
Blood Ball, the college’s an-
nual dance, honors Mary Blood, 
who, along with Ida Morey Riley, 
co-founded Columbia as the Co-
lumbia School of Oratory in 1890. 
Blood served as its president until 
she died in 1927.
This year’s Blood Ball—organized 
by the Student Life Advisory Board, 
consisting of the Student Govern-
ment Association, Student Orga-
nization Council, Student Athletic 
Association, Student Programming 
Board and the Residence Hall Asso-
ciation—will take place March 6 at 
7 p.m. in the Conaway Center at the 
1104 S. Wabash Ave. Building.
Students should aim their vote 
toward someone they would like to 
see represent the college and the 
student body, Shaaban said.
Traditionally, the Blood Ball is an 
opportunity for students to dress 
up or wear a costume, such as Mary 
Blood or Ida Morey Riley 1800s-in-
spired costumes, tuxes and prom 
dresses or even cross-dressing out-
fits. Therefore, students can run for 
either position regardless of their 
gender, Shaaban said.
“Anybody can be a king or a 
queen, so that’s based on what 
[the student] would like to be,” 
Shaaban said.
Last year’s winners, King Chase 
Ingrande, a junior theatre major, 
and Queen Sasha Markgraf, a ju-
nior fashion studies major, will be 
attending the Blood Ball this year 
to welcome the new heirs to the 
throne, Shaaban said.
Ingrande and Markgraf said they 
are excited to attend after the suc-
cessful bids for the crown last year.
“I just think [the dances] are real-
ly fun because I don’t think there’s 
many opportunities for people to 
dress up and be someone else for a 
night,” Ingrande said. “[Blood Ball] 
is one of those rare times the school 
can unite and just have a good time.”
Ingrande ran for king in 2013 and 
won the title in 2014. He said he 
submitted a video of himself comi-
cally imitating celebrities last year 
purely for the spirit of competition. 
Markgraf also ran in 2013 and 
alongside Ingrande in 2014, but 
as Blood Ball Queen both years. 
He won the title in 2014 and 
dressed in drag after submitting 
a video to inspire others to be 
themselves proudly.
Attending the school’s annu-
al dance was a mind-opening ex-
perience for Markgraf, who said 
winning the title of queen showed 
him how accepting the Columbia 
community is.
“For me, being a gay man who 
does drag, I was very blessed and 
very honored to be able to win,” 
Markgraf said. “Winning was more 
than just a crown. It was more like 
an achievement; an accomplish-
ment that the school is moving for-
ward and they have not just women 
running, but men.”
The dance—which celebrates 
its ninth year in March—acts as 
a great way for the college com-
munity to mix together and allow 
students across campus to get to 
know students from other majors, 
Markgraf said.
“It’s a way to support the school 
and have a wonderful night,” Mark-
graf said. “It’s like prom—you get 
to dress up and go out and dance. 
SUPER PILS
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$4
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cdegen@chroniclemail.com
File Photo
Sasha Markgraf, junior fashion studies major, and Chase Ingrande, junior theatre major, were crowned the first 
same-sex king and queen at the annual Blood Ball last year in Spring 2014.
CARISSA DEGEN
Senior Campus Reporter
New Blood Ball royalty to reign on campus
There’s food and a DJ, and a lot of 
us go out afterwards. I think it’s im-
portant for people to go and meet 
other people. It’s a nice gather-
ing, and if [the college] held more 
dances, it’d be a great experience 
for everybody.”
Winning was more than just 
a crown.”
— Sasha Markgraf
M u s i c  D e p a r t m e n t  E v e n t s
Monday February 2
Guitar Student Convocation*    12:00 pm
Wednesday February 4
Wednesday Noon Guitar Concert Series*  12:00 pm
 at the Conaway
Composition Workshop:     7:00 pm
 Contemporary Vocal Techniques  
Thursday February 5
Student Piano Recital #1 at the Sherwood  7:00 pm
Friday February 6
Jazz Gallery in the Lobby*    12:00 pm
Jazz Forum*      2:00 pm
Dave Douglas Composing, Rehearsing,   3:00 pm
 and Improvising Symposium*   
* Events marked with an asterisk do not give Recital Attendance Credit
The Music Center at Columbia College Chicago
1014 S. Michigan Avenue
APPLY FOR 
2015–2016 FINANCIAL AID 
F O L L O W  T H E  S T E P S /C O M P L E T E  YO U R  F I N A N C I A L  P L A N
FILE YOUR 2014 TAXES 
ELECTRONICALLY
SUBMIT YOUR 2015–2016  
FAFSA AT WWW.FAFSA.GOV
UPDATE YOUR FAFSA ONLINE WITH 
THE IRS DATA RETRIEVAL TOOL
3 UPDATING...1 SUBMIT 2
APPLY FOR 2015–2016 FINANCIAL AID FOLLOW THE STEPS/COMPLETE YOUR FINANCIAL PLAN
SUBMIT YOUR FAFSA ONLINE 
AT WWW.FAFSA.GOV
When: As soon as January 1st
FILE YOUR 2014 TAXES 
ELECTRONICALLY WITH THE IRS
When: During the month of February
UPDATE YOUR FAFSA ONLINE WITH 
THE IRS DATA RETRIEVAL TOOL
When: 30 days after filing your taxes electronically
If you won’t have your taxes filed by this 
time, use estimated income figures to 
submit your FAFSA. Submitting your 2015–
2016 FAFSA by February 1st will allow you to:
• Receive your 2015–2016 Award Letter  
by April 2015
• Get a head start on completing 
Columbia Scholarship applications - 
Deadlines for completed applications 
begin February 1st.
Learn about tax incentives and free 
tax preparation services you may be 
eligible to receive by visiting colum.edu/
becomemoneysmart and click, “Tax 
Incentive Information” for more details. 
Completing your 2014 taxes during February 
will allow you to:
• Update your FAFSA with your actual tax 
figures using the IRS Data Retrieval Tool 
Log onto www.fafsa.gov to make FAFSA 
Corrections. Using the IRS Data Retrieval tool 
will allow you to:
• Reduce the number of potential errors 
on your FAFSA for a more accurate  
2015–2016 Award Letter 
• Create an accurate financial plan for 
2015–2016 in a timely manner
• Avoid the need to submit tax docu-
ments if selected for verification
colum.edu/sfs
FAFSAReminderPoster.indd   1 11/18/14   4:16 PM
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TO WELCOME NEW and returning 
students to campus for the Spring 
2015 semester, the college hosted 
its annual Block Party, where stu-
dents learned about Columbia’s 
student organizations, networked 
with fellow students across vari-
ous majors and participated in the 
traditional “Hell Yeah” liturgy led 
by Vice President of Student Af-
fairs Mark Kelly on Jan. 29 in the 
916 S. Wabash Ave. Building.
“The buzz in the room was un-
mistakable,” Kelly said. “It brings 
a smile to my face to see so many 
engaged students.”
In addition to introducing new 
students to the college’s campus, 
Kelly said one of the event’s goals 
is to encourage new and returning 
students to be successful at the col-
lege by following the institution’s 
principles. He said the event serves 
as the spring semester’s substi-
tution for fall convocation, which 
takes place in Grant Park, where the 
“Hell Yeah” liturgy is also chanted.
“It’s become a part of our culture,” 
Kelly said. “This is the new student 
convocation for when it’s cold out-
side and we have to scale it back. We 
encourage each other and we get en-
gaged. ‘Hell Yeah’ is just eight letters, 
but it captures Columbia.”
Jacklyn Andersen, a transfer 
student and a sophomore creative 
writing major, said she attended 
the event to learn about Colum-
bia’s student organizations and 
mingle with other students. Ander-
sen said she was glad to see Colum-
bia hosting events that allow for 
interdisciplinary connection.
“Everyone that’s here wants to be 
here,” Andersen said. “Everyone is 
excited about getting you to do your 
best, so it’s great.” 
Along with the many organiza-
tions represented at the party, Alex-
andra Zeller, a graduate student and 
master of arts in teaching major, 
said she attended the event on be-
half of the National Art Education 
Association as well as the Illinois 
Art Education Association.
“We came today just to introduce 
ourselves to undergrads and gradu-
ates alike, just to let them know that 
we have this organization here at Co-
lumbia that supports the arts,” Zeller 
said. “[It] is great for networking 
[with other organizations.]”
Zeller said her organizations 
will attend events like the Block 
Party in the future to stay involved 
with students and present them 
with teaching opportunities.
“I know we’ve been trying to find 
a way to collaborate with a bunch 
of other organizations that are here 
on campus just so we can team up 
and get our name out there and get 
Columbia out there, and make some 
great connections for the future,” 
Zeller said.
Tim Lacey, a senior theatre ma-
jor, said he attended the event to en-
gage in the entertainment as well as 
to network with new students and 
offer them a few pieces of advice.
“It’s nice to see people coming 
in and telling them about my expe-
riences here and at the same time 
making connections and network-
ing a little bit,” Lacey said. “Maybe 
in a few years down the line when 
they’re graduating, I can say, ‘I did 
that, let me help you out.’”
chronicle@colum.edu
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Vice President of Student Success Mark Kelly inspires new and returning students with his signature “Hell Yeah” speech on Jan. 29 at the college’s annual Block Party. 
LAUREN JOHNSON
Contributing Writer
SAM VINTON
Campus Reporter
College welcomes back student body 
Context 2015 to feature 
work of Columbia professor
ALICE HARGRAVE, AN adjunct profes-
sor in the Photography Department, 
was selected from a pool of more 
than 600 artists to show her work 
at the Filter Photo Festival’s annual 
spring exhibition, Context 2015. 
Running from Feb. 6 to March 
27, the exhibition will feature Har-
grave’s piece, “Untitled (expedi-
tions); mangroves,” along with the 
work of 25 other photographers 
from across the world.  
Context 2015 will be the first 
event to take place in the Filter 
Photo Festival’s new, permanent 
gallery space at 1821 W. Hubbard 
St. The opening reception is set to 
take place at 5:30 p.m. on Feb. 6, and 
the event will be the eighth juried 
exhibition produced by Filter Pho-
to Festival, which focuses only on 
fine and documentary art. 
Jurors are selected for their pro-
fessional experience in the industry 
and whether they are working in gal-
leries or museums, or as profession-
al photographers themselves, said 
Sarah Hadley,  executive director of 
Filter Photo Festival. The organiza-
tion selected Michal Raz-Russo,  the 
assistant curator in the Department 
of Photography at the Art Institute 
of Chicago, to be this year’s juror. 
In the past, the juror has select-
ed a theme for each exhibition, but 
Raz-Russo decided to keep the 
theme open, allowing photogra-
phers to submit three to five imag-
es of their choosing. 
The chosen pieces are unified by 
the idea of layering and demonstrate 
this idea in a variety of ways, accord-
ing to an exhibition statement. The 
statement said all pieces are deeply 
affected by the narrative and context 
surrounding them rather than being 
simply about the process. 
“I think Michal was really look-
ing for people who are sort of push-
ing the boundaries of photography 
today and trying to use the medium 
in new ways, which is hard,” Had-
ley said. “It’s a medium that’s been 
around now for over 100 years.” 
Because the medium has been 
experimented with for so long, 
visitors will not see an abundance 
of landscape, cityscape, portrait 
or still-life photographs, accord-
ing to Hadley. 
“[The show is] very much about 
the state of current photography,” 
Hadley said. “There’s a use of a lot 
of layering, there’s use of a lot of in-
teresting techniques, both in Pho-
toshop but also in using the camera 
in different and new ways.”
When selecting images to submit to 
the exhibition, Hargrave said she eval-
uated her most recent body of work, 
“Untitled (expeditions); mangroves.” 
The artist previously exhibited the 
collection in the fall at an independent 
show and two group showings. 
“The pictures are really a lot about 
the passage of time and about loss 
and about memory,” Hargrave said.
In her artist’s statement, Har-
grave, who has worked in the pho-
tography industry for nearly two 
decades, said her process involves 
revisiting and reimagining expe-
riences after a certain amount of 
time while allowing her emotion to 
work its way into the image.
“It’s actually quite a mysterious, 
dark piece,” Hargrave said. “It’s a 
personal narrative. I’m interested 
in finding these moments of the 
sublime when you’re experiencing 
landscapes. I’m interested in catch-
ing ephemeral moments.” 
Also selected for the exhibition is 
a piece by 2010 MFA photography 
alumnus Jason Reblando. Accord-
ing to his personal website, Reblan-
do is currently in the Philippines 
as a recipient of a 2014–2015 Ful-
bright Scholar grant and could not 
be reached for comment.
svinton@chroniclemail.com
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Alice Hargrave has been attending Filter Photo Festival events for the last two years, but Context 2015 is the 
first time she has submitted work to the festival. I think that Michal was really looking for people who 
are sort of pushing the boundaries of photography today 
and trying to use the medium in different and new ways, 
which is hard.  ”
– Sarah Hadley
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Photography alumna finds 
home away from home
WHEN 2013 PHOTOGRAPHY alumna Bar-
bara Diener’s father died, the artist 
felt compelled to reconnect with 
her heritage and reminisce about 
Mechernich, the small town in Ger-
many where she grew up. 
Diener took the idea of longing 
for comfort and a sense of home 
and traveled to various small towns 
in Illinois that were demographi-
cally similar to her hometown in 
Germany, photographing things 
she encountered that reminded her 
of home. She wanted to capture a 
sense of belonging she never felt.
“I started finding these towns 
that really reminded me of home,” 
Diener said. “The subjects that I 
encountered really had this sense 
of belonging, and they knew that 
was their home, [which was] very 
opposite to me.”
Diener’s project’s collection of 
photographs is part of the “What 
Remains” exhibit in Columbia’s 
Museum of Contemporary Photog-
raphy in the 600 S. Michigan Ave. 
Building that explores the connec-
tion between human identity and 
place through artworks by artists 
physically dislocated from their 
homes. The exhibit includes work 
from Pao Houa Her, Jon Rafman 
and Lieko Shiga.
The exhibition, introduced by 
Associate Director & Curator Kar-
en Irvine of the MoCP, was orga-
nized by MoCP assistant curator 
Allison Grant.
One piece in Diener’s collection 
includes a photograph of an older 
woman gazing affectionately across 
a field of crops.
“I intentionally don’t have the 
people I’m photographing look at 
the camera,” Diener said. “I want 
them to have their own solitary ex-
perience as I’m photographing them 
for my project.”
Erin McCarthy, an associate pro-
fessor in the Humanities, History 
& Social Sciences Department, 
attended the opening reception 
of the gallery on Jan. 26. McCar-
thy said she attended because she 
regularly takes her classes to the 
MoCP and likes to keep up on what 
types of galleries are showing in the 
museum space.
“This one interests me because 
of the subject matter and her story 
of being an outsider, but [also] see-
ing familiar symbols of where she 
came from and finding them in her 
new location,” McCarthy said. 
Diener said she plans on travel-
ing back to Germany this summer 
for the first time in three years, 
where she will conduct a similar 
photography project.
jwittich@chroniclemail.com
SEVERAL STUDENTS HAVE been select-
ed to receive special training in 
leadership for their demonstration 
of LGBTQ activism on campus.
Five members of Common 
Ground, Columbia’s LGBTQ organi-
zation, will be attending the Nation-
al Conference on LGBTQ Equality: 
Creating Change, an annual gather-
ing of more than 3,500 activists and 
allies run by the National LGBTQ 
Task Force Feb. 4–8. The confer-
ence provides seminars and other 
skill-building events to promote 
leadership, discussion and activism 
in the field of LGBTQ rights.
Students attending the event, which 
is in Denver this year, include Presi-
dent of Common Ground and senior 
fashion studies major Michelle Nance, 
Political Advocacy Chair and junior 
cultural studies major Lance Cox, and 
Common Ground members Dana 
Akre-Fens, sophomore cultural stud-
ies major, Liz Zaroogian, freshman 
cinema art + science major, and Allison 
Sorrell, sophomore business & entre-
preneurship major.
“It’s a wonderful opportunity to 
be a representative of Columbia at a 
conference with 4,000 of my peers,” 
Nance said. “[It’s great to] be able to 
talk together and share experiences 
and bring back what we learned.”
Nance said this will be her third 
time attending the conference and 
Common Ground’s fourth consecu-
tive year sending members. 
To apply for the conference, 
students filled out a survey ask-
ing various questions regarding 
their involvement with Common 
Ground, their background in politi-
cal awareness and what they would 
hope to learn from the conference, 
Nance said. From there, three stu-
dents were chosen to attend the 
conference with Nance and Cox.
Denver was chosen as the site of 
this year’s conference because of 
its active scene in LGBTQ leader-
ship, said Russell Roybal, deputy 
executive director at the National 
LGBTQ Task Force. Attendees at 
the conference include people who 
volunteer or work in LGBTQ and 
allied organizations and act as lead-
ers, activists and organizers pur-
suing LGBTQ freedom, justice and 
equality, Roybal said.
“I went as a college student many 
years ago, and it really transformed 
the way I thought about my campus 
and the things that we wanted to 
accomplish on campus for LGBTQ 
students,” Roybal said. “It was a 
great leadership development op-
portunity, so I think college cam-
pus activists and campus leaders in 
particular get a lot out of it.”
In addition to providing work-
shops, presentations and interac-
tive sessions about LGBTQ issues, 
the conference acts as a networking 
opportunity for LGBTQ people and 
allies to interact with each other, 
said Lott Hill, executive director 
of the Center for Innovation and 
Teaching Excellence.
“There’s a lot of power in being 
with and in conversations [with] 
people who are similarly identi-
fied and cross the entire popula-
tion in various identities within the 
LGBTQ community,” Hill said.
Hill attended the conference two 
years ago and said Precious Davis, 
assistant director of the Under-
graduate Admissions Office, will be 
chaperoning this year’s trip.
According to Nance, the trip’s 
total funding of $1,400 primarily 
comes from the Student Organi-
zation Council. Common Ground 
also teams up with the Admissions 
Office, which funded the full regis-
tration amounts for two students 
so they could set up an admissions 
table promoting Columbia. The re-
maining funds for the trip are cov-
ered by Common Ground’s fund-
raising account, Nance said.
Nance said she is most excited for 
the group to attend sessions such 
as the plenary sessions—attended 
by everyone at the conference—the 
State of the Movement Address and 
a drag show ball held to celebrate the 
first night of the conference.
“I hope that [students] leave the 
conference empowered, energized 
and transformed to go back into 
their communities, roll up their 
sleeves and get to work fighting for 
the freedom, justice and equality of 
LGBTQ people,” Roybal said.
Following the conference, Com-
mon Ground will host its first meet-
ing of the semester Feb. 12 from 4–6 
p.m. at the Multicultural Affairs 
Office in the 618 S. Michigan Ave. 
Building, where they will recap their 
experience and share what they 
learned from the conference.
jwittich@chroniclemail.com
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LGBTQ organization Common Ground’s first meeting is set for Feb. 12 from 4–6 p.m. at the Multicultural Affairs Office in the 618 S. Michigan Ave. Building, where the group 
members will discuss their experiences from the 2015 National Conference on LGBTQ Equality: Creating Change.
JACOB WITTICH
Campus Editor
LGBTQ leaders seek national training
I intentionally don’t have people look at the camera. I 
want them to have their own solitary experience as I’m 
photographing them.”
– Barbara Diener
Kelly Wenzel THE CHRONICLE
Photography alumna Barbara Diener introduced her work Jan. 26 at the Museum of Contemporary Photography 
in the 600 S. Michigan Ave. Building for the opening reception of the “What Remains” exhibit.
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Aderhold said the college didn’t 
have enough knowledge or hardware 
and software to properly support 
Moodle’s functions. However, he said 
outsourcing Moodle’s data should 
solve most of the system’s issues and 
hopes there will be no performance 
issues during the transition. 
It is important for teachers to 
incorporate Moodle into their cur-
riculum for the college to develop a 
larger online presence in the class-
room, said Stan Wearden, senior 
vice president and provost.
“Moodle is used at a number of 
other colleges and universities 
that have a much more robust 
presence in the online learning en-
vironment than we do right now,” 
Wearden said. “It’s a good system 
for us to use as we expand our on-
line offerings.”
Insook Choi, associate provost 
of Creative Technology, said having 
more web-based classes is import-
ant to the college, but it should seek 
better, more versatile systems if it 
wants to create more online courses.
“[A] Moodle-like learning man-
agement system is not going to cov-
er everything that we need covered 
in Columbia,” Choi said.
Choi said Moodle’s affordability 
plays a role in the college’s deci-
sion to use the system. According 
to Wearden, Moodle is affordable 
for the college but also saves stu-
dents money because they do not 
have to pay for an expensive learn-
ing management system.
Stephanie Frank, a lecturer in 
the Humanities, History & Social 
Sciences Department, said she 
230 S. Wabash, Chicago, IL 60604
312-427-5580•800-421-1899
Full service photographic store. Combines helpful and 
knowledgeable salespeople to satisfy your needs.
www. centralcamera.com
5% EXTRA DISCOUNT
for students, teachers and 
faculty on most supplies
Offering and teaching the “gifts” of photography
since 1899- “115 years”
 
M-F: 8:30am-5:30pm  
SAT: 8:30am-5pm
   mbennett@chroniclemail.com
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thinks Moodle is a useful tool in 
the classroom, but the system can 
be unreliable. 
“I’ve had problems with Moo-
dle,” Frank said. “Everyone has. 
The major problems with it [are], 
first of all, its unreliability and, 
second of all, its clunky-ness. It 
takes a long time to upload things. 
It takes a lot of steps to get things 
done, which is annoying and 
time-consuming if you’re teaching 
a bunch of classes.”
Moodle is not unreliable. If the server is overloaded, 
that’s a matter for IT to address and that’s what they’re 
trying to address with this move to Moodle Rooms.”
— David Noffs
Sharayah Outerbridge, a junior 
theatre major, said she has seen 
some of her teachers struggle at 
times when trying to  use Moodle.
“They haven’t had a requirement 
to use it,” Outerbridge said. “To com-
pletely switch to something new is 
really frazzling for some of them.”
She said she hopes to see her 
teachers utilize Moodle because it 
is easier for her to have one place 
where all her classes are managed.
Wearden said it is only required 
that all teachers post their syllabi on 
Moodle, but any additional use of the 
site is strongly encouraged.
According to Wearden, Moodle 
is a superior learning management 
system to OASIS, and Moodle 
Rooms will provide the support the 
college needs.
“I’ve had experience with a lot of 
different learning management sys-
tems, and none of them are perfect, 
but Moodle is definitely respected 
across the country in higher edu-
cation as one of the better ones,” 
Wearden said.
David Noffs, instructional spe-
cialist for the Center for Innovation 
in Teaching Technology, said while 
he often receives positive feedback 
from professors regarding Moodle, 
he also hears when they are frus-
trated with the system.
Noffs said these frustrations are 
not a result of Moodle but rather Co-
lumbia’s technology infrastructure 
being unable to support the system.
“Moodle is not unreliable,” Noffs 
said. “If the server is overloaded, 
that’s a matter for IT to address and 
that’s what they’re trying to address 
with this move to Moodle Rooms.”
Alexander Aghayere THE CHRONICLE
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You and your family may be eligible to receive 
higher education tax benefits because you’re 
attending college. In order to claim your benefits 
you will need a 2014 1098-T form which becomes 
available January 31st. Visit 1098t.com  to access 
your form and visit the Tax Incentive page found 
on the ‘Become Money Smart’ section of the SFS 
website for a video tutorial.
while having your taxes prepared by a third party 
tax preparation services in several Chicagoland 
individual or family income. For more information 
on free tax help visit economicprogress.org  and 
click on the ‘Clients’ tab.
colum.edu/sfs
YOU MAY  
QUALIFY 
FOR HIGHER 
EDUCATION  
TAX BENEFITS 
OR FREE TAX 
PREPARATION!
TaxBenefitSFSAd-Chronicle14.indd   1 1/22/14   11:05 AM
Courtesy TONY MEREVICK
Tony Merevick, who was nominated in the Outstanding Digital Storytelling category for the 2015 GLAAD Media Awards, has a history of 
reporting on LGBTQ issues. While attending Columbia, he co-founded the LGBTQ news website Chicago Phoenix.
svinton@chroniclemail.com
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on campus has allowed it to foster better 
professional and communicative relation-
ships with the college’s administration and 
student body. 
“In previous years, most of our student 
body had no idea we had a student govern-
ment and that they were active and involved,” 
Guzman said. “This particular SGA did an 
excellent job at being more present at events, 
reaching out to the student body and building 
a stronger relationship with the faculty.” 
SGA’s first meeting of the semester will 
take place at 5 p.m on Feb. 3 in the Loft on 
the fourth floor of the 916 S. Wabash Ave. 
Building. President and CEO Kwang-Wu 
Kim and Vice President of Student Affairs 
Mark Kelly will be in attendance and will 
speak in front of the SGA at the inaugural 
meeting, said Kalinoski. 
 x GLAAD
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he said he has not ruled it out for the future.
“It’s a really refreshing change of pace 
to do something different,” he said. “As a 
reporter, I don’t think I should spend my 
entire career covering one beat. This role 
is really exciting, it’s opening new doors to 
new sources and I’m learning a lot about my 
city and other cities. It’s really just exciting, 
challenging and fun.”
When Merevick was a student, he and 
publisher Dane Tidwell co-founded Chicago 
Phoenix, a digital journalism site that focuses 
on LGBTQ news in Chicago.
Tidwell said Merevick deserves this honor 
and should win the category.
“I think he does [have a good chance of 
winning],” Tidwell said. “He does a really 
good job of building a story and explaining it 
well to his readers.”
But Merevick isn’t planning for a win just yet.
“I would be extremely surprised to win giv-
en the outstanding other nominations in the 
category,” Merevick said.
Other nominations include pieces from Al 
Jazeera America, The Advocate, OutSports 
and The Root.
Adam said he could not speculate about 
Merevick’s chances of winning, but the 
GLAAD organization is proud of all the nom-
inees and their nominations prove they pro-
duced the best reporting this year. 
He added that not only are LGBTQ issues 
receiving increased attention from the media 
lately, but these types of stories also help peo-
ple gain a better perspective on the challeng-
es members of that community face.
“By building [an] understanding, accep-
tance grows and we’re able to overcome the 
obstacles,” Adam said. 
By building [an] understanding, acceptance 
grows and we’re able to overcome the obstacles.”
— Seth Adam
mbennett@chroniclemail.com
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SGA’s “Let’s Talk” event, held on Nov. 18, gave students the opportunity to talk about many issues such as technology and campus security. 
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Chicago Bulls 
vs. Houston Rockets
Time : 7:00 p.m.
Place : Toyota Center
Where to watch : ESPN
Columbia Hockey Renegades 
vs. Cleveland Steamers 
Time : 9:00 p.m.
Place : Bobby Hull Comm. Rink
Where to watch : N/A
Northwestern Wildcats vs. 
Nebraska Huskers
Time : 6:30 p.m.
Place : Pinnacle Bank Arena
Where to watch : BTN, BTN2
Chicago Blackhawks 
vs. Winnipeg Jets
Time : 7:00 p.m.
Place : MTS Centre
Where to watch : CSNC
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Renegades baseball gears up for spring season
Self-reflection may distinguish lucid dreamers
THE RENEGADES BASEBALL team is 
thawing from winter break and get-
ting ready for its upcoming Spring 
2015 season. 
Corbin Merriman and Toby 
Pechner, two of the three co-cap-
tains of the baseball team, are 
excited and optimistic about the 
Renegades’ potential and success 
this semester. 
Merriman, a junior business & 
entrepreneurship major, will play 
catcher and pitcher this season. He 
said the team boasts a talented line-
up this year.
“[The team] has a lot to be proud 
of, and I want to show what we are 
made of,” Merriman said. “Baseball 
is a game that is set to be fun. Fun is 
better than winning, but you have a 
lot more fun when you win.”
Mike Sempek, Renegades presi-
THOUGH FREQUENT LUCID dreamers 
are uncommon, the nocturnal phe-
nomenon has been a topic of inter-
est to psychologists and sleep sci-
entists for centuries. New research 
published in The Journal of Neuro-
science has established a link be-
tween certain cognitive functions 
and the likelihood of being able to 
lucid dream, shedding some new 
light on the hazy subject.
“Metacognitive monitoring is 
essentially the ability to monitor 
your own thoughts,” said Elisa Fi-
levich, lead author of the study 
and postdoctoral fellow at the Max 
Planck Institute for Human Devel-
opment. “It’s knowing what’s inside 
your mind.”
This ability to self-reflect has 
been associated more with lucid 
rather than non-lucid dreams, lead-
ing researchers to suspect a con-
nection to the anterior prefrontal 
cortex—the brain area that controls 
conscious processing and enables 
humans to consider and gain per-
spective on their own thoughts 
and actions. The Jan. 21 study is 
the first to test a link between lucid 
dreaming ability and the metacog-
nitive function of self-reflecting at 
the neural level.
“Dreams are normally not sub-
ject to this metacognitive moni-
toring,” Filevich said. “If you re-
ally were able to critically reflect 
on what you’re thinking, then you 
would notice that there are logical 
inaccuracies, logical failures—that 
things don’t follow one another,” 
Filevich said. “The only reason why 
you don’t realize you’re in a dream 
is because you’re not really thinking 
about what you’re thinking.” 
Study participants in a func-
tional MRI machine were given 
two thought-monitoring tasks. In 
a portion of each they were asked 
to consciously self-reflect, to stay 
aware of their thoughts and what 
they were perceiving around them. 
NANCY COOPER
Sports & Health Reporter
MAX GREEN 
Sports & Health Editor
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dent and a junior television major, 
also said this season’s roster fea-
tures some of the best talent the 
team has ever seen and said the 
Renegades are serious contenders 
this time around.
“We are excited because we have 
the best talent that has ever been 
on this team—or in a long time at 
the very least,” Sempek said. “[The 
Renegades] are the underdog, and 
I think people should come out and 
try to relate. I think in a lot of ways, 
everyone in the school has felt like 
that before.”
Pechner, a junior advertising 
major and outfielder for the Ren-
egades, said the team has nine 
scheduled games this season and 
will kick off the year with a double-
header on the road against Lewis 
University, Romeoville, Illinois on 
Apr. 11 at 12 p.m. and 3 p.m. 
In addition, the team will play a 
series against rival school DePaul 
University in a two-day double-
header on Apr. 18 and 19. 
Merriman said the team is work-
ing with the Renegades to make the 
entire weekend a school event in 
order to get more people into the 
game and to increase support for 
the team.
“They are our rivals and hopeful-
ly we can play those games close by 
where people can actually come,” 
Pechner said. “We want to tail-
gate and have some fun with the 
rest of the school so it’s not just us 
playing anymore.”
Sempek said increasing school 
support and fostering awareness 
is a step in the right direction 
in acknowledging the college’s 
athletic program.
“It is the first time we are doing 
it, so [I am] curious to see [the turn-
out],” Sempek said. 
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Based on instructions given, the 
subjects indicated how internal-
ly or externally oriented their 
thoughts were. 
The fMRI data showed great-
er blood flow to the regions of the 
brain associated with metacogni-
tive functioning in those partic-
ipants who, based on a series of 
questionnaires and surveys, indi-
cated that they regularly experi-
enced lucid dreams. 
“We knew that we were expect-
ing frontopolar cortex [activity 
based on previous research show-
ing] that people with higher meta-
cognitive ability have bigger brain 
matter volume in the prefrontal 
cortex,” Filevich said. “That was ex-
actly where we expected the differ-
ence between lucid dreamers and 
non-lucid dreamers to be, and that’s 
what we got.”
According to Benjamin Baird, 
a postdoctoral researcher at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, 
the point has been made within 
lucid dreaming literature that it is 
uncommon for people to reflect on 
their current state of conscious-
ness much of the time.
“Most people in their everyday 
lives don’t go around wondering 
whether they’re dreaming or not,” 
Baird said. “The kind of metacog-
nition that’s talked about in terms 
of lucid dreaming is also something 
that doesn’t happen very frequently 
in the waking state.”
Baird said current research also 
reflects that ordinary, non-lucid 
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Renegades shortstop Victor Gonzalez makes a catch. The team will begin the Spring 2015 season in April.
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TAYLOR MARTIN, A freshman journal-
ism major who plays center field 
and catcher for the Renegades, 
picked up a baseball at the age of 
two and fell in love with the sport. 
An avid follower of the Chicago 
Cubs and the Chicago Bears, Mar-
tin has always had a soft spot for the 
Windy City. Growing up in Dallas, 
Martin attended a high school that 
focused on visual and performing 
arts education. The school had no 
athletic program, which forced him 
to pursue athletics at a neighboring 
school. In the Fall 2014 semester, 
Martin was selected to be one of 
the three co-captains for the Ren-
egades baseball team, along with 
Corbin Merriman and Toby Pech-
ner. The Renegades baseball season 
is set to start Apr. 11 at 12 p.m. and 
3 p.m. with a doubleheader against 
Lewis University.
The Chronicle spoke with Mar-
tin about his passion for baseball, 
his expectations for the season and 
how he started as a cinema art + sci-
ence major and ended up switching 
to journalism. 
THE CHRONICLE: Who first inspired 
you to play baseball?
TAYLOR MARTIN: My dad was 
a baseball player in college and 
played for The University of South-
ern California. I didn’t know my 
dad until I was 13, so it was weird 
how I started playing baseball on 
my own. I started playing organized 
baseball when I was two, and if you 
know anything about Little League, 
they don’t let you play until you are 
five. It was kind of rough for me [be-
cause] I wanted to start, but they 
wouldn’t let me. And watching the 
[Texas] Rangers [inspired me], I 
went to the games every weekend. 
Who are your favorite professional 
baseball players? 
I have three favorite players. Pudge, 
(Ivan Rodriguez), Ernie Banks and 
Mark McGwire. 
What attracted you to Columbia? 
 
I went to an arts high school. We 
didn’t have sports, so I had to play 
sports outside of my school. There 
was no school spirit or anything. 
I had to get out of the school to do 
sports, but I came to Columbia 
because I was studying film ini-
tially and I just changed my major. 
 
Last semester was your first semester 
on the team. What did you think of it?
It was good. I was nervous at first 
for some reason because I only talk-
ed to two of [the players] before I 
came to tryouts. I tried out, and I 
was one of the guys that fit in auto-
matically with the veterans. It was a 
really cool feeling.  [The team] just 
kind of took me under their arm and 
at the end of fall semester I got vot-
ed in to be a captain. 
What are you looking forward to for 
spring baseball?
Seeing if there is new talent out 
there and tryouts. Since I am a cap-
tain now, I don’t have to try out and 
I can actually scout. And just seeing 
if the guys have worked because 
I can tell if they have over break 
or haven’t. [Also], starting to play 
games because we only played two 
games over fall.
Why did you not want to pursue 
sports on a more professional level?
My entire life, if anyone asked me 
what I wanted to do, I was going to 
be a professional baseball player. 
I’ve had a lot of struggle, going to an 
arts school. I went home after base-
ball nights and [thought] I am drop-
ping out of my high school.  I have to 
go to my home school so I can play 
baseball, get scouted and eventu-
ally drafted. I don’t know, I guess 
I was a little late on the cutoff for 
getting drafted.
What would be your ultimate dream 
job?
My dream job right now would 
probably be a sports broadcaster for 
ESPN, Fox Sports or CBS.
What would you like to gain out of 
coming to Columbia?
 
More knowledge. Since I don’t 
really have any background in 
broadcasting or knowledge of what 
it’s like to do television or write 
about sports.  
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TWO YEARS AND two knee surgeries 
later, Chicago Bulls point guard 
Derrick Rose is back to competing 
at an All-Star level.
He dropped 30 points on 39 
percent shooting against Golden 
State on Jan. 27, including a clutch 
step-back at the end of overtime 
to win the game, but Rose isn’t the 
only important player on the Bulls 
roster this season. This year’s team 
has a chance to go all the way to the 
championship and take the title.
With or without injuries, this 
team has willed its way to victory, 
holding a record well above .500, 
and it has nothing to do with luck.
When you give the man who is 
arguably the second-best coach 
in the NBA the deepest roster in 
the league, you have a recipe for 
almost-guaranteed success.
Despite recent reports of Bulls 
players collapsing under Head 
Coach Tom Thibodeau, the team 
has been snapping any and all los-
ing streaks with intense gameplay 
that reflects the team’s true ability. 
January was a tough month for 
the team, which lost its fair share 
of games against strong and weak 
teams alike, but a bad month in the 
middle of the season means noth-
ing to a team that has shown it can 
outplay any opponent in the league.
The team is naturally defense- 
oriented thanks to Thibodeau, but 
unlike the last two years, the play-
ers are also able to consistently put 
up numbers on offense. With Rose, 
Jimmy Butler, a shooting guard 
and small forward depending on 
the game, and the 7-footer forward 
Pau Gasol in the starting lineup, 
the team is practically guaranteed 
60 points per game. Then there is 
the instant offense that is Aaron 
Brooks, the backup point guard and 
three-point machine who shoots 
almost 45 percent from behind the 
three-point line. 
It is also important to consider 
the height of the team overall. Taj 
Gibson, the shortest big man on the 
court, stands at 6-foot-10, but he 
also has a 7-foot-4 wingspan. That, 
combined with Nikola Mirotic, 
power forward, and Joakim Noah, 
center, explains the team’s 45.6 
rebounds per game, second only to 
Oklahoma City’s 46.7 per game.
The Bulls’ play has earned a 
solid B on NBA.com’s “Midseason 
Report Cards,” a reasonable grade 
considering the team’s recent 
performance. However, the team 
had a strong start to the season but 
has not been at full health for the 
majority of the last few months. 
With forwards Mike Dunleavy and 
Doug McDermott back in the line-
up soon, Jimmy Butler will be able 
to play the shooting guard again—a 
position he dominated on both 
ends of the court. He made a case 
as the best two-way shooting guard 
in the league until Dunleavy’s 
injury at the beginning of the year 
forced him to be the small forward.
The team has all the firepower 
necessary to score and defend, and 
team chemistry can only get better 
as the team finds its rhythm. 
If the Bulls prove that their play 
in January was just part of a small 
slump—something many great 
teams have gone through in the 
past—and get their defense back to 
Thibs’ standards, they will domi-
nate the league. 
Chicago unstoppa-Bull in long run
MOUNTAIN POSE IS an essential gate-
way position in beginner’s yoga. 
This pose restores the body’s confi-
dence in natural posture. Mountain 
pose improves the body’s stability 
and tones the core.
 To achieve mountain pose: 
1. Stand vertical with feet apart. 
Reach the toes up and then relax 
them. Steady the body’s breath.
2.  Slightly bend the knees. Bring the 
hips away from the lower back and 
lower the tailbone.
3. Draw the bottom energy up 
through the thighs and midsection. 
Balance the head.
4. Rest open palms at your sides. 
Extend the lower ribs and push out 
the chest, stretching the back.
5. Make sure the stomach remains 
firm. Place palms together at the 
center of the chest.
 6. Breathing steadily, maintain the 
pose for five breaths.
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Local delivery city & suburbs 
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shipping for Valentine’s Day delivery
Heart Shaped 
Turtle Cheesecake 
LITTLE IS KNOWN about the evolution 
of speech from humanity’s dis-
tant past. However, one orangutan 
named Tilda at Germany’s Cologne 
Zoo has brought researchers closer 
to an understanding of these un-
known vocal origins.
A study published Jan. 8 in the 
journal PLOS ONE revealed that 
orangutans are capable of produc-
ing vocalizations that mimic the 
rhythm and speed of human speech. 
“We knew that orangutans could 
learn human sounds,” said Adri-
ano Lameira, lead author of the 
study. “We did not know, however, 
that these calls could include so 
many speech-like features, such 
as rhythm and consonant-like and 
vowel-like components. We are in-
deed getting cumulative data saying 
[orangutans] may be able to learn 
much more.”
This finding could answer ques-
tions about whether early-evo-
lutionary humans could produce 
sounds before developing the mod-
ern vocal tract. The research team, 
composed of scientists from Princ-
eton University, Liverpool John 
Moores University, Indiana Uni-
versity and the Indianapolis Zoo, 
was originally studying the whis-
tling abilities of apes when they 
discovered an orangutan produc-
ing speech that mimicked human 
sounds, according to Lameira.  
“We produce, on average, five 
consonants and five vowels per 
second, and this is exactly what we 
saw this individual doing,” Lameira 
said. “She was producing some calls 
that were acoustically more sim-
ilar to consonants and some that 
were acoustically more similar to 
vowels. This was quite important 
because when [humans] open our 
mouths very quickly, we are string-
ing together vowels and consonants 
to put up words.”
These speech patterns have 
never been recorded in other apes. 
Nava Greenblatt, a lead keeper at 
the Brookfield Zoo, said orang-
utans  often communicate with her 
non-verbally, although vocaliza-
tions such as squeaks and grunts 
are not uncommon.
“They do occasionally commu-
nicate with vocalizations that we 
hear,” Greenblatt said. “We under-
stand that those vocalizations are 
also heard in the wild. One way that 
they try to get our attention, be-
cause they can’t really speak to us, 
is to blow raspberries. We don’t see 
them doing that to each other; that 
seems to be a learned behavior that 
they do to us to get our attention.”
Researchers are hypothesizing 
that Tilda’s replication of human 
speech patterns is also learned be-
havior, like blowing raspberries or 
whistling. Tilda has been around 
humans for most of her 50 years. 
Before being relocated to the zoo, 
she was owned by European fam-
ilies and was involved in the en-
tertainment industry. According 
to Lameria, if the behavior was 
learned, it could provide new in-
sight into the similarities between 
humans and apes. 
“We are led to conclude that she 
learned these calls,” Lameira said. 
“That’s also the case in humans. No 
one is born knowing how to speak. 
It’s part of the learning of any child 
to learn the consonants and vowels 
of the mother tongue and learn to 
string those two together.”
The research raises questions 
about the evolutionary difference 
between humans and other species, 
according to Philip Lieberman, a 
specialist in the evolution of human 
speech and professor of cognitive 
and linguistic sciences at Brown 
University.  
“It’s become apparent that the 
human brain isn’t fundamentally 
so different from other species,” Li-
eberman said. “Human speech goes 
back a long ways. The larynx  is not 
all that different from a human to a 
chimpanzee, so you see modifica-
tions over the course of time.”
According to Lameira, this study 
could lead to further research about 
how young children learn speech as 
well as other correlations between 
ape and human evolution. 
“It’s important to point out that 
historically, there is this idea that 
we cannot learn much about the 
evolution of speech or language 
from primates, that we have to go 
and study birds and whales because 
they are vocal learners,” Lameira 
said. “Our study shows that this 
view is naive and minimalistic. The 
more we are explore on this path, 
the more we are going to discover.”
Courtesy COLOGNE ZOO ARCHIVE
Tilda may have learned speech patterns from humans.
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THE NEW ENGLAND Patriots have once 
again been ensnared in an alleged 
cheating scandal, using intention-
ally deflated footballs . 
Following accusations that the 
team had under-inflated balls in 
the American Football Conference 
championship game against the In-
dianapolis Colts, the fiasco has now 
become known as “deflate-gate.”
Previously, the New England Pa-
triots have been known as a model 
franchise in the NFL, but now the 
team faces a tough question from 
sports fans: Is the media inflating 
the accusation, or will the Patriots 
legacy slowly deflate?  
ESPN first reported on Jan. 21 
that 11 out of the 12 Patriots foot-
balls used in the AFC game were 
under-inflated, potentially mak-
ing it easier for the quarterback to 
throw more accurately and easier 
for receivers and running backs to 
catch and run with the ball, espe-
cially in severe weather—the Pa-
triots beat the Colts 45-7 at Gillette 
Stadium in Foxborough, Massachu-
setts, during a torrential downpour.
Since that game, Fox Sports has 
reported that the NFL has zoned in 
on a surveillance video of a Patriots 
locker room attendant allegedly 
taking the AFC championship foot-
balls from the officials’ locker room 
to an undisclosed location on the 
way to the field. 
Shortly after the allegations, 
Patriots head coach Bill Belichick 
held a press conference stating 
that the team complied with stan-
dard practices. Belichick claimed 
that the balls may have deflated for 
other reasons, such as atmospheric 
pressure, according to ESPN.
Tom Brady also said he had no 
idea what happened to the balls, ac-
cording to ESPN.
Jeff Kelly Lowenstein, a lecturer 
in the Communication and Media 
Innovations Department, and Pa-
triots fan said there have been oth-
er examples where Belichick has 
crossed the line.
“It is pretty clear that something 
happened and Belichick’s expla-
nations of the ‘atmosphere’ don’t 
make any sense because the Colts 
[footballs] were in the same atmo-
sphere and nothing happened to 
them,” Kelly Lowenstein said. “So, 
something happened.”
Many sports fans have speculat-
ed through social media about what 
consequences the Patriots may face 
if found guilty. 
“I have heard a lot of different 
ideas on that, so I am not sure,” Kel-
ly Lowenstein said. “Some people 
have gone everywhere from [taking 
away] draft picks [or] not letting 
them into the Hall of Fame.”
James Leonard, a junior journal-
ism major, said the locker atten-
dant is the Patriots’ scapegoat and 
thinks the team will receive no se-
rious consequences if found guilty. 
“The franchise has so much mon-
ey that you could fine them whatev-
er [amount],” Leonard said. 
Whether or not the allegations 
against the Patriots are being over-
blown has been hotly debated over 
social media. 
Quentin McDonald, a senior in-
teractive arts & media major, said 
it may be a combination of media 
overhyping and fans drawing their 
own conclusions. 
“I think people are quick to come 
to conclusions because I remember 
when I was younger, I was really 
tired of seeing the Patriots in the 
Super Bowl,” McDonald said. 
Leonard said that since there 
have not been many alleged inci-
dents of cheating, it is good that the 
media is making people aware of it. 
“It is probably a little larger than 
it should be,” Leonard said. “I don’t 
think it had any effect on the game 
at the end of the day.” 
Kelly Lowenstein said a lot of 
people in the country view the Pa-
triots negatively because of the 
team’s success and past activities. 
As a league member and corpora-
tion, the Patriots should face conse-
quences because many Americans 
bet on the team, McDonald said. 
“There is a lot of money involved 
in this league, and if I were betting 
on the Patriots and found out that 
they cheated, someone would want 
their money back,” McDonald said. 
“And I wouldn’t want to give my 
money back.”  
The final looming question 
is whether one of the greatest 
coach-and-quarterback duos in 
NFL history will be able to save face 
in light of these allegations.
“For people that don’t like Beli-
chick, and there are many, this is 
just another issue to compromise 
his legacy, and Brady is a part of 
that,” Kelly Lowenstein said. 
Leonard said the current Patriots 
era will still go out as a legacy. 
“Nobody talks about [spy-gate] 
anymore and they got caught,” 
Leonard said. “Nobody brings that 
up and they still smoked Indianap-
olis, so it was not that big of a deal.”
According to a Jan. 28 article on 
NBC.com, a recent poll by Public 
Policy Polling found that 41 per-
cent of Americans think the Patri-
ots cheated and 27 percent believe 
they did not.  
“I think that it has taken a lot of 
energy and attention at a time when 
the team should be concentrat-
ing on getting ready for the Super 
Bowl,” Kelly Lowenstein said. “It 
has been a big distraction. If you are 
a Patriots fan like I am, that is one 
level of concern. The deeper level of 
concern is, did they break the rules?”
TNS Newswire
Patriots quarterback Tom Brady denies any involvement in altering the footballs for the AFC championship.
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dreams also routinely feature 
metacognitive-type processes. 
“If you look at people’s reports of 
their dreaming experiences, they 
are making judgments about things 
[and] considering other people’s re-
actions,” Baird said. “Those kinds of 
things happen frequently through-
out the waking state and dream-
ing. The question is which ones we 
want to call metacognition.”
Memory and perception 
are two domains at 
the focus of meta-
cognitive re-
s e a r c h , 
Baird 
s a i d . 
Although 
structures in 
the anterior pre-
frontal cortex relate 
to both of those abilities, 
there is also evidence that oth-
er parts of the brain region may re-
late to thought-monitoring skills. 
According to Dr. Allan Hobson, 
a professor of psychiatry at Har-
vard Medical School and author 
of multiple papers on dreams and 
dream consciousness, one theory 
that may help explain the occur-
rence of lucid dreams is the hybrid 
state hypothesis.
“What consciousness is doing 
is constantly updating our predic-
tive blueprint about the world and 
yet our predictive blueprint of the 
world is constantly entering into 
whatever conscious state we are in,” 
Hobson said. “In waking, the pre-
dominant information is external 
and in dreaming the predominant 
information is internal. [When] lu-
cid dream-
ing, we produce 
an alternation 
between these two 
states.”
“I think it will be a blast for the 
people that do come, so if you don’t 
come you will miss out. Even if you 
don’t like sports, you still are a Ren-
egade,” Sempek said. “It’s more sup-
porting the school than the team.”  
The captains said they have set 
high standards this season in the 
hopes that players can all have fun.
“I would like us to put our foot 
down in the league and show that 
we can compete with these teams 
that are [from] actual athletic 
schools,” Merriman said. “We are 
not just here to fool around. We 
want to make a stand in the league 
and make [players] excited to play 
against us.”
Pechner said when he first start-
ed three years ago, the team was 
subpar, but it has come a long way 
by continuing to compete in games. 
He said his personal goal this sea-
son is to win and possibly sweep 
a series. 
“We are a group of guys that are 
all in the same mindset of just play-
ing,” Merriman said. “They want 
to be there, they want to play, they 
want to do their best and they want 
to have fun. I think, if you get all 
the ingredients, that you can. Hard 
work matters more than skill.”
The captains are not necessar-
ily disappointed with Columbia’s 
athletic program, but both said the 
school could always do a better job 
of advertising the program. Accord-
ing to Merriman, it is important 
to stress to the student body that 
sports are here and the team wants 
to make a stand in the league.
“The school could recognize [the 
athletic program] more,” Pechner 
said. “Maybe that is with funding 
or getting us better facilities. I have 
talked to Vice President of Student 
Success Mark Kelly a lot about it, 
and they do what they can as far 
as gyms, but it is very limited, that 
time we have in those gyms.” 
The team’s new players include 
Jameson Swain, outfielder, and 
Kent Leng, a shortstop. 
Pechner said Leng was the only 
player last fall to hit one over the 
fence out in the last three years he 
has been with the Renegades. 
“Leng’s home run was really cool 
and Jameson has been awesome and 
can play any position,” Pechner said. 
“He’s been playing his whole life.”
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I think it will be a blast ... if you 
don’t come you will miss out.”
— Mike Sempek
According to a January 2015 
paper co-authored by Hobson, the 
highest incidence rate of both in-
tentional and spontaneous lucid 
dreaming was observed in young 
people, peaking at the age of 9. 
Neurobiological changes children 
experience at this age begin to ac-
tivate the frontal lobe, which is 
engaged during lucid dreaming. 
These changes are taking place in 
the same area of the brain asso-
ciated with the self-monitoring, 
metacognitive abilities. 
Filevich said in order to better 
answer the question of a causal 
link between anterior prefron-
tal cortex activity and lu-
cid dreaming, she hopes 
to teach people how 
to lucid dream 
and measure 
whether this 
increases the 
gray matter 
in the part 
of the brain 
correspond-
ing to self- 
reflection.
“ [ W e 
want to see] 
whether it’s 
a complete-
ly trainable 
ability or if it 
comes with pre-
conditions—wheth-
er your specific brain 
configuration helps 
you,” Filevich said.
STOCK IMAGE
Shakshuka
INGREDIENTS
3 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil 
1 large onion, thinly sliced
1 red bell pepper, thinly sliced
1 green pepper, thinly sliced 
3 garlic cloves, thinly sliced
1 teaspoon ground cumin
1 teaspoon sweet paprika
INSTRUCTIONS Lou Foglia THE CHRONICLE
WHILE ISRAEL HAS a captivating cul-
ture and breathtaking scenery, its 
scrumptious cuisine is easily its 
best attribute. One of my favorite 
Israeli dishes is shakshuka be-
cause it is easy to make and fun to 
say. Though lesser-known than 
other Middle Eastern foods, such 
as falafel with hummus and cous-
cous, shakshuka is not far behind 
as a national favorite. Shakshu-
ka is comparable to the Mexican 
breakfast dish huevos rancheros or 
the Turkish menemen. It is savory, 
loaded with flavor and is tradition-
ally served at breakfast.
Shakshuka is most often served 
straight out of the oven in a skil-
let. Variations of this dish also ap-
pear as staples of Libyan, Algerian, 
Moroccan and Egyptian cuisines, 
though its Israeli roots can likely be 
traced back to Tunisian Jews. 
To start, preheat the oven to 
375 F. Heat the olive oil in a large 
skillet over medium heat. Add the 
sliced onion and peppers and cook 
for about 15 minutes, until soft and 
translucent. Stir occasionally. Add 
garlic and stir in spices for two 
minutes. Then, pour in the canned 
tomatoes and let it sit until the to-
matoes have thickened (for about 
10 minutes.) Next, stir in the feta 
cheese, allowing it to melt. 
Crack the eggs into the skillet, 
evenly spaced so the yolks have 
room to mix with the sauce. Sea-
son with salt and pepper. Place the 
skillet into the oven and bake for 
about 15 minutes until the eggs are 
set. Sprinkle with spinach, let cool, 
serve and enjoy. 
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Sun.–Tues.  7:30 – 9 p.m. / Wed-Sat.  7:30 –11 p.m.
WE DELIVER!
ABBY SEITZ
Sports & Health Reporter
aseitz@chroniclemail.com
1. Preheat oven to 375 F.
2. Heat olive oil in large skillet over medium heat. Add 
onion, pepper and garlic. Cook until soft.
3. Stir in spices.
4. Pour in canned tomatoes. Let simmer until the 
tomato mixture thickens.
5. Stir in feta cheese.
6. Crack eggs into the skillet and add salt and pepper.
7. Place the skillet in oven and bake for 15 minutes.
8. Sprinkle with spinach, let cool and serve. 
1/8 teaspoon cayenne pepper
1 28-ounce can whole plum tomatoes 
1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon black pepper
1 1/4 cups crumbled feta cheese
5 large eggs
1/3 cup chopped spinach
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Shooting the film in 1995, Chris-
topher began filming while he was 
still a student at Columbia. The film 
follows the main character, played 
by Rob, as he gathers friends to make 
a movie, which may be the one you 
are watching. After his roommate 
discovers Rob’s diary and realizes 
the voice in the pages is different 
from the person he thought he knew, 
scenes from the film and scenes 
from the diary begin to interweave. 
Lesley Walbridge, an actress in 
the film, said the movie delivers a 
sort of window to the ‘90s, perfectly 
capturing the time in which the film 
was originally shot.
“It is a time capsule on a personal 
level, but also for that generation 
and anyone that was part of it,” Wal-
bridge said. “You are struck with the 
passage of time, which was a really 
important time in my life.”
FILMMAKING CAN BE a tricky business. 
From funding to post-production, 
filmmakers must overcome many 
hurdles to translate a vision to the 
silver screen.
Rob Christopher, a ‘97 alumnus 
of Columbia’s film and video pro-
gram, is no different. Christopher 
launched a Kickstarter in late Jan-
uary 2015, to fund “Pause of the 
Clock,” a film 20 years in the making.
“Not too long after I finished 
shooting, less than a year later it 
was graduation day and suddenly 
it’s like, ‘Oh, I guess I have to make 
a living now,’” Christopher said. “So 
I was more concentrated on just 
finding work and didn’t have time 
to mess around with this movie.”
Christopher decided to shelf the 
project after graduation, although 
he said he would occasionally revisit 
the film. It was not until recently 
that Christopher decided to see the 
project through to completion.
“Now, 20 years later I realized 
that basically, since I could just edit 
the movie on my laptop, there was 
really no excuse not to finish it,” 
Christopher said. 
Filmmaker finally finishing film
Web series addresses Chicago Public School closings
The film’s sound designer, Matt 
Trifilo, agreed with Christopher 
that a major point of interest in the 
film is seeing how everyday people 
in the ‘90s spent their time com-
pared to the technology-driven mil-
lennials of today.
“People growing up now are used 
to this technology all around them ... 
and these characters [in the movie] 
are just spending a lot more time 
talking and having these habits that 
might have been really familiar back 
in the ‘90s,” Trifilo said.
Although it took Christopher 20 
years to complete his film, every-
one involved in the project is still 
supportive of the fundraising cam-
paign, which amassed $3726 in the 
five days since the campaign began. 
The target is $15,000.
“I hadn’t been in touch with a lot 
of [the actors] in a while, but once I 
American society. 
Wilson said each production com-
pany created a video for the series. 
“We hope to generate more con-
versation that’s a little more granu-
lar and deeper than just the 24-hour 
news cycle about schools in Chi-
cago,” she said.
The Kindling Group, one of the 
production companies involved 
with the project, focused on cre-
ating a website for the series that 
would not only showcase the films 
as they are released, but also give 
the community a chance to discuss 
public education in the wake of the 
SPENCER HALL
Arts & Culture Reporter
GINA SCARPINO
Arts & Culture Reporter
closings, Wilson said.
“[The objective of the website 
is] to encourage people who have 
been affected by some of the policy 
changes, the closings, the standard-
ized testing and gather individual 
stories and experiences and share 
them with the world,” Wilson said.
Bob Hercules,  co-executive 
producer of the project, said as 
documentary filmmakers, it was 
important to cover these issues in 
greater depth.
“We thought [the school closings] 
were such a profound story because 
it was going to be one of the larg-
est closings in American history,” 
Hercules said. “We were concerned 
with what it said about public 
schools in America and ultimately 
how it would affect, in a sense, 
American democracy.”
The second film in the web series 
was released on Jan. 22 and follows 
Rosemary Vega and her family, who 
were directly affected by the school 
closings. Vega was outspoken and 
determined about the problems in 
the public school system, which is 
what drew “The School Project” to 
her, Hercules said.
“Filmmakers are always looking 
for people that are transformed by 
an experience,” Hercules said. “We 
liked [Vega’s] story because she 
was a person who really was trans-
formed by this experience—she was 
an average mother with kids, and 
there was nothing spectacular about 
her until this happened.”
After meeting Vega and her fam-
ily in March 2013, “The School 
Project” team followed her for 
more than a year, from the initial 
announcements of the school clos-
ings to their involvement in the 
protests that took place after the 
closings occurred. 
Wilson said the audience needs to 
understand the community’s voices 
count and that this issue is not 
yet solved.
“[We are] collecting those sto-
ries so we can continue to deepen 
the conversation and make sure 
it’s not forgotten the next time a big 
shakeup in schools comes around,” 
Wilson said.
Valerie Mensah-King, develop-
ment team member at Free Spirit 
Media production company, said the 
audience should take away the idea 
that the issues discussed parallel 
issues public schools are facing on 
a national scale.
“It definitely is able to broaden 
the conversation about education, 
not just in Chicago, but public edu-
cation nationally,” Mensah-King 
said. “The fact that [‘The School 
Project’] is split up into six seg-
ments speaks to the fact that it’s a 
multidimensional issue and there 
are lots of stakeholders involved.”
Hercules said his goal for the 
audience is for people to have more 
complex discussions about the state 
of Chicago Public Schools.
“One of the values of our series 
is that we’re having live events for 
each of the six episodes where peo-
ple can come, watch them, comment 
on them and express themselves,” 
Hercules said. 
Issues regarding education are 
going to keep coming up in Chi-
cago, and nationwide, if people do 
not discuss problems like filling 
gaps and preventing more closings, 
Wilson said.
“[The affected] families have 
found their receiving schools and 
have found a balance after that 
moment of crisis in 2013,” Wilson 
said. “This is going to keep coming 
up if we don’t solve these critical 
issues. [We have to find out] how 
we can prevent that feeling of hope-
lessness from happening to families 
again three years from now.”
IN 2013, CHICAGO Public Schools 
announced that 49 elementary 
schools would be shut down due to 
budget cuts.
When the news broke, five film 
production companies began what 
is now known as “The School Proj-
ect,” a six-part web series that cov-
ers public education in Chicago.
Laura Wilson, online outreach 
director for “The School Project,” 
said the series aims to highlight the 
importance of public education in 
Courtesy YU-JEAN CHOI
Director, writer and star Rob Christopher of “Pause of the Clock” in a scene in his student film shot 20 years ago.
decided that I was finally going to 
finish the film, I got back in touch 
with everyone,” Christopher said. 
The Kickstarter campaign, 
‘“Pause of the Clock,’ a film 20 
years in the making,” is geared 
toward raising money for the film’s 
post-production fees, including 
sound mixing, color correction, final 
digital output and money to submit 
the film to festivals.
Walbridge is confident in the 
film’s campaign and said she 
believes that Christopher’s eye for 
great filmmaking will come through.
“It brings back a lot of memories 
and really makes you reflect on the 
passage of time,” Walbridge said. “I 
know this project has always been 
very near and dear to Rob’s heart, 
and I certainly have a lot of admira-
tion for his tenacity and his vision.”
Rob Christopher’s Kickstarter 
campaign for his student film “Pause 
of the Clock” will be open for funding 
until Feb. 26.
shall@chroniclemail.com
gscarpino@chroniclemail.com
Courtesy THE SCHOOL PROJECT
The online documentary film series “The School Project” explores the issues faced in public school systems nationwide.
I know this project has always been very near and dear 
to Rob’s heart, and I certainly have a lot of admiration 
for his tenacity and his vision.”
– Lesley Walbridge
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foxysqueaky.
tumblr.com
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Comics from Columbia’s best and brightest, 
Edited by Andrea Cannon, Senior Graphic Designer
and Zelda Galewsky, contribuiting comics editor
ACROSS
1 Caan or Garner
6 “__ About You”
9 Popeye’s love
10 “The Paper __”; John Houseman
drama series
12 Actress Lisa __
13 “The __ Woman”; series for
Lindsay Wagner
14 McCain or Boxer: abbr.
15 Become larger
16 “A Passage to __”; Oscar-
nominated movie for Judy Davis
19 Leoni and her namesakes
23 Baseball’s Slaughter
24 Meanie
25 “The __ Girls”
28 One of Bart’s sisters
30 Vase-shaped pitcher
31 Copenhagen resident
32 Ricky Ricardo’s portrayer
33 “The __ Gatsby”; Leonardo
DiCaprio movie
34 “A __ Harold & Kumar 3D
Christmas”; comedy movie
36 Univ. in Tempe
39 “Me, __ & Irene”; Jim Carrey film
42 Jerry or Shari
44 Raises, as children
45 Up in arms
46 Scottish cap
47 Star of “Hunter”
DOWN
1 Ashton Kutcher movie
2 __ vera; hand lotion ingredient
3 Actress on “About a Boy”
4 Plumb of “The Brady Bunch”
5 “The TV __”; film for Sigourney
Weaver and David Duchovny
6 “Last __ Standing”
7 “__ walked out in the streets of
Laredo...”
8 Holiday month: abbr.
10 AFL-__
11 “__ with Murder”
13 Woman’s undergarment
15 Soldiers, for short
17 180 from SSW
18 Adams or Johnson
20 “The __ and I”; Fred MacMurray
movie
21 Mr. Onassis, to friends
22 “We’re off to __ the Wizard...”
25 High school equivalency exam,
for short
26 Have debts
27 “__ Miserables”
28 Actress West
29 __ Ortiz of “Ugly Betty”
31 Parched
33 ...DDE, JFK, LBJ, RMN, __...
35 Golfer Ernie __
37 Web surfer’s stop
38 __-friendly; easy to operate
39 Actor on “The A-Team”
40 Certain vote
41 Role on “Selfie”
42 Tupperware cover
43 Make a boo-boo
FOR RELEASE FEBRUARY 8, 2015
THE TV CROSSWORD
by Jacqueline E. Mathews
Solution to Last Week’s Puzzle
©2015 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
All Rights Reserved.
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GET TOGETHER
& GATHER UP
EXPERIENCE LIFE 
FROM EVERY ANGLE.
A NEW EXHIBIT at the Chicago Cul-
tural Center, 78 E. Washing-
ton St., highlights the effects of 
war engendered destruction and 
human behavior.
The exhibition, “When All You 
Have Is a Hammer, Everything 
Looks Like a Nail,” opened Jan. 24 
and will run through April 26 at the 
Michigan Galleries, showing three 
separate pieces created by artist 
Alison Ruttan.
Ruttan, an interdisciplinary art-
ist based in Chicago, focuses on ex-
ploring human nature and behav-
ior themes through photography 
and videography. For the exhibit 
in the Cultural Center, Ruttan said 
she combined photos and ceram-
ic sculptures to convey aggression 
and wartime destruction. 
The City of Chicago’s Depart-
ment of Cultural Affairs and Spe-
cial Events asked Ruttan to create 
a show that spanned through three 
galleries, she said. 
“This exhibit is two years worth 
of work,” Ruttan said. “The Cultural 
Center works on long-term proj-
ects, so I knew I was going to have 
this project two years ago, and it 
was designed specifically for [the 
Michigan Galleries].”
“A Bad Idea Seems Good Again,” 
the first showcased gallery, is 
made of a series of ceramic build-
ings based on sites of violent con-
flict from around the world. Each 
building was created separately 
and destroyed differently using 
weights and a BB gun. The ceram-
ic structures purposely lack de-
tail and color—an artistic choice 
meant to give a haunting feel to the 
demolished buildings.
The second gallery holds a selec-
tion of photographs from Ruttan’s 
photo- and video-based work, “The 
Four Year War At Gombe.” Ruttan 
said the series is based on English 
primatologist Jane Goodall’s stud-
ies about chimpanzee behavior and 
strategic thinking. With the help 
of friends and neighbors, Ruttan’s 
work tells the story of a broken 
primate community through hap-
piness and the escalation of nine 
murders that occurred at Gombe 
Stream National Park in Tanzania 
between 1973 and 1977. 
The third gallery, “Line In The 
Sand,” references the highway of 
death, a highway on which cars ex-
ploded or completely melted due 
to bombing during the Gulf War 
in Kuwait and Iraq. From the indi-
vidual molding of the ceramic cars 
to the vehicles that were pushed 
into the sand surrounding the high-
way, viewers can see the immense 
amount of physicality that went 
into the work.
Ruttan said her three works in 
the show come as a result of want-
ing to look at traces of human be-
havior and the cyclical nature of 
war and aggression.
“This work comes out of years 
of looking at war on the TV and 
being affected by it,” Ruttan said. 
“I reached a point where I just 
couldn’t ignore it because it had 
been going on for so long.”
Creating the ceramic-based ex-
hibits “A Bad Idea Seems Good 
Again” and “Line In The Sand” is 
not the norm for Ruttan. She said 
using clay creates a sense of inti-
macy that draws the viewers closer 
than photograph or a video might.
“[The buildings] were drawn from 
cement construction and modern 
buildings, particularly internation-
al style slab construction,” Ruttan 
said. “[Cement] breaks apart very 
much the same way clay does. These 
are built completely whole and 
then destroyed.”
Daniel Schulman, director 
of visual art for the Department 
of Cultural Affairs, programmed 
and curated Ruttan’s show at the 
Cultural Center.
“[Ruttan’s] extraordinary work, 
which has been widely praised by 
critics, curators and her peers, merits 
a larger public platform and expo-
sure,” Schulman said in an email.
Ruttan said the pieces in this 
show differ from her previous 
works because the new pieces 
reference more issues relating to 
social politics.
“I used to have more humor in 
my work,” Ruttan said. “If you look 
at [‘The Four Year War At Gombe’], 
you’ll see some of that still there, 
but with some of these war studies 
in ceramics, what I’m starting with 
is so devastating that it has just de-
manded a different way of address-
ing it through the material nature of 
what I’m making.”
Ruttan said she wants viewers to 
question the topics her pieces ex-
plore in addition to using the exhib-
it as a space for self-reflection.
“[The exhibit is] very much set-
ting up something that’s a private 
moment for the viewer to come to 
their own conclusions about their 
lives,” Ruttan said. 
Exhibit explores effects of warfare and human behavior
GINA SCARPINO
Arts & Culture Reporter
gscarpino@chroniclemail.com
Lou Foglia THE CHRONICLE
Alison Ruttan used ceramic structures and photography to explore warfare’s destruction and effects on human 
behavior in her new exhibit at the Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington St.
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HELL YEAH!
block 
party:
Design by Colin King
Photos by Lou Foglia and Kaitlin Hetterscheidt
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HELL YEAH!
block 
party:
1) Mark Kelly, vice president of Student Success, outlined the nine principles of student 
success with his famed “Hell Yeah” liturgy. 
2) Students interested in the Art + Activism organization picked up pamphlets and buttons to 
learn more and represent the group around campus.
3) Several of Columbia’s student media groups, including Frequency TV, covered the event.
4) Victoria Johnston, a junior Business & Entrepreneurship major, decorates the OFACE stable, 
one of many student organizations in attendance.
5) Katie Taylor, a senior theatre major, and Benjamin Nichols, also a senior theatre major, enjoy 
free baked goods supplied by the college’s various organizations.
6) Jeremy Foster, the opening act of the event, sang multiple song covers for the audience.
7) New transfer students were excited to partake in the “Hell Yeah” welcoming liturgy. 
8) Various organizations greeted and educated students about getting involved with Columbia.
9) Buttons, stickers, bags and prizes welcomed students as they entered. 
6
7
8
9
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“NOTHING HAPPENS. NOBODY comes. 
Nobody goes.”
The character Estragon in Samu-
el Beckett’s play is quoted in a way 
that perfectly sums up the plot of 
“Waiting for Godot.” While the per-
formances on Jan. 27 in this iconic 
play at Chicago’s Court Theatre, 
5535 S. Ellis Ave., had its minor 
flaws, those familiar with Beckett’s 
signature work will understand 
that this is a statement of fact.
The three-hour play, originally 
written in 1953, features two men 
who are waiting for a man named 
Godot. Director Ron OJ Parson 
brought his rendition to the Court 
Theatre using an entirely Afri-
can-American cast, including Allen 
Gilmore as Vladimir and Alfred H. 
Wilson as Estragon.
Spectators may complain that 
“Waiting for Godot” lacks any ac-
tion scenes, but when looked at 
more closely, the performance is 
full of extraordinary detail and ac-
tion. For fans of dialogue-driven 
plays where the action hinges on 
the constant flow of words rath-
er than song-and-dance numbers, 
“Waiting for Godot” is paramount. 
Watching the conversations play 
out between characters is enjoyable 
as they escalate from the smallest of 
small talk to incredibly meaningful 
discussions about existentialism.
Unlike most other plays that use 
an abundance of colorful language, 
“Godot” emphasizes the strength of 
the quick, snappy rapport. Vladimir 
and Estragon bounce off each oth-
er, and the chemistry between the 
two actors comes through on stage. 
“Godot” features an extremely min-
imalistic set that includes nothing 
but a dying willow tree and a large 
rock, with little to no music, save 
for a sob song by Vladimir. The fast-
paced dialogue more than makes up 
for the lack of spectacle, keeping 
the audience’s attention through-
out the performance.
While the play is enjoyable to 
watch, the storyline is a bit con-
fusing. The fault does not lie on 
Parson’s production or the perfor-
mances, though “Godot” falls into a 
category known as “Theatre of the 
Absurd,” which infuses dramatic 
stories that abandon conventional 
plot structures to portray personal 
struggles in a futile world. This is 
evident in the show’s storyline as 
Estragon and Vladimir often times 
contemplate existentialism and 
suicide in the wake of their unend-
ing wait for the unseen Godot.
Gilmore and Wilson’s perfor-
mances shine in Parson’s rendition 
of the play. Although the actors’ 
portrayal of the well-known char-
acters was imperfect at times, both 
performers brought their own dis-
tinct personalities to their respec-
tive roles. Even distractions, like a 
surprise ringing cellphone, crowd 
interruptions and a premature ova-
tion from the audience, were unable 
to derail the actors’ performances. 
Although the stars turn in strong 
performances, it is the appearance 
of Lucky (Anthony Lee Irons) and 
Pozzo (A.C. Smith), a wealthy man 
and his servant, that truly steals 
the show. At the time of their ap-
pearance, the duo managed to bring 
a magnetic energy to the produc-
tion during a time when the play 
began to drag. In a show that high-
lights pairs of characters as a ma-
jor theme of symbolism, Irons and 
Smith shine the brightest.
The play’s lack of a clear setting 
and time period allows the per-
formers to take liberty with their 
portrayal of the characters. Rendi-
tions of Beckett’s plays are known 
for sticking strictly to the author’s 
vision, but Parson’s direction add-
ed some effective modern touches 
to the play—from Lucky’s Michael 
Jackson-like dance moves to Vlad-
imir’s slapstick acting chops. 
Parson’s rendition of “Waiting 
for Godot” turns in a strong show-
ing of the iconic characters theater 
lovers have long adored. Parson 
manages to take the iconic “Godot” 
and keep it entertaining for the 
modern theatergoer.      
Performances of “Waiting for 
Godot” will show every day except 
Monday and Tuesday until Feb. 15 
at Chicago’s Court Theatre, 5535 S. 
Ellis Ave. Tickets prices range from 
$45—$65.
‘Waiting for Godot’ show about nothing and everything at once
SPENCER HALL
Arts & Culture Reporter
shall@chroniclemail.com
Courtesy MICHAEL BROSILOW
Allen Gilmore and Alfred H. WIlson play Vladimir and Estragon in Ron OJ Parson’s rendition of Samuel Beckett’s “Waiting for Godot” at the Court Theatre, 5545 S. Ellis Ave.
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Stay COZ Y  & WARM 
this Valentine’s Day with 
ShopColumbia!
ShopColumbia 
623 S Wabash Ave, first floor
Chicago, IL 60605 
Store Hours: M, T, W & F: 11am - 5pm.  TH: 11am - 7pm
SHOPCOLUMBIA: YOUR DESTINATION 
FOR COZY GIFTS, CARDS, JEWELRY, 
FINE ART, AND MORE!
Phone: 312.369.8616 
Email: shop@colum.edu 
Online store: http://shop.colum.edu 
Facebook: facebook.com/shopcolumbia 
Tumblr: shopcolumbia.tumblr.com/
Crochet Mittens by Kirsten Renz, Graphic Design ‘16
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HAERTS FORMED IN the fall of 2010 af-
ter childhood friends and long-time 
musical collaborators Nini Fabi 
(vocals) and Ben Gebert (keyboard) 
moved to New York after growing 
up together in Germany. 
The pair met Garrett Lenner, 
Derek McWilliams and Jonathan 
Schmidt in New York, and after 
working for three years to produce 
their debut album HAERTS, with 
and without an official producer, 
the band released the album on 
Sept. 29, 2014 and went on to tour 
with the soulful singer Mikky Ekko 
back in November for a tour that 
will continue through early 2015
The Chronicle spoke with Fabi 
and Lenner about how they really 
met, producing their debut album 
and what inspires their music.       
THE CHRONICLE: There are some 
rumors about how you all met. What 
is the truth?
NINI FABI: Unfortunately there is 
a rumor [that we all met in Iceland] 
but we’ve never been to Iceland be-
fore in our lives. We all met in New 
York City, and that’s really where 
our center is. That’s where we all 
live now. 
How do your different backgrounds 
influence your music?
NF: Our music is 100 percent who 
we are and it’s about who we are. It’s 
a reflection of everything that we 
think about and everything that im-
pacts us. If you think about musical 
influence and stuff we listen to, we 
all grew up in different places, but 
in a way, we also listened to similar 
things. Whether it’s in the UK, Ger-
bum when we were performing as 
a band, too, [it] changed, and it al-
ways changes, so there’s not really 
any set process. It was difficult. Be-
fore “Wings” was released, people 
wanted to hear it live and people 
had an interest in the band, but we 
had to take it on the road, but also 
we didn’t have an album [released 
yet], so we were doing both [pro-
duction and touring] at once. 
NF: It’s two very different things, 
recording and performing. Tak-
ing the creative process of writing 
and the creative process of being a 
performer—it’s two polar opposite 
things that we do. One is a very in-
timate thing, something that’s very 
introverted, and the other one is 
almost an exhibitionist thing where 
you kind of show yourself. We want 
to do both.
GL: Now that the album is out, we 
can focus on the shows, and that’s a 
really neat feeling. 
How do you want people to feel when 
they leave your shows?
NF: For us, when we write and 
make our music, it’s almost like 
we tap into this thing. You have 
these things that you’re thinking 
about and you can channel them 
into something and that’s the song 
or that’s the performance. That’s 
when you can forget everything 
else. That’s the special part of it and 
then if we perform it, the music in 
turn lets [the audience] tap into a 
place where they can, in a way, ask 
for something they couldn’t with-
out it. I think that’s what I want 
them to take away. For some per-
son, a song might make them cry, 
and for another person, the song 
might make them laugh.
many or the U.S., we all had access 
to the same music. 
Your songs “Wings” and “All the 
Days” were both very popular. 
NF: For us, it’s not so much about 
radio play, it’s more about seeing 
some kind of reaction from people. 
It was really worth it for us because 
when we first started it was really 
our project because when you’re in 
the studio for a long time … it be-
comes a huge part of yourself. You 
give everything into it and don’t 
really think about anything else or 
anyone else. Once you put some-
thing out, then there’s a connection 
with the outside world, and I think 
if people can relate to something, 
it’s really a great feeling for us.
Is there a specific message you want-
ed to convey with this album?
NF: We don’t want any kind of spe-
cific message to be conveyed with 
the album. People should take away 
what they need or what they want 
to take away from the album. And 
it could be different for anyone who 
listens to it. For us, we don’t want 
to push any message because the 
album is about who we are, it’s an 
album about what was our truth as 
we wrote [it]. It’s an album that is 
about love and it’s about people. In 
a way [it’s about] heartbreak and 
also the beauty in that, and kind of 
everything that’s in between. Ev-
eryone should just take away what’s 
important to them, and that’s why 
we don’t really like explaining it or 
really pinning it down. 
How would you describe the writ-
ing and recording processes for your 
self-titled album?”
GARRETT LENNER: There were 
three very different phases of mak-
ing the album. Over the three years 
that [it] was being produced … we 
tried to maintain the vision of the 
album through all of those phases. 
And in the meantime also being on 
the road and trying to finish the al-
HAERTS album finds its ‘Wings’ after years in making
KYRA SENESE
Managing Editor
ksenese@chroniclemail.com
Courtesy WESTON PAGANO
The band HAERTS released its debut album Sept. 29, 2014, after working for three years—with and without a producer—to drop the new album. 
“Favorite classic rock songs”
BORN TO RUN Bruce  Springsteen – 1975
WILD HORSES The Rolling Stones – 1971
RHIANNON Fleetwood Mac – 1976
BABA O’RILEY The Who – 1971
MY MY, HEY HEY (OUT OF THE BLUE)  Neil Young  – 1979
DO YA THINK I’M SEXY Rod Stewart – 1978
ONCE IN A LIFETIME Talking Heads – 1980
BAD REPUTATION Joan Jett – 1980 
HOOKED ON A FEELING Blue Swede – 1974
COME SAIL AWAY Styx – 1977
PIECE OF MY HEART Big Brother & The Holding Company – 1968
POLICE ON MY BACK  The Clash – 1980
ROCK N ROLL SUICIDE David Bowie – 1972
DANCING IN THE DARK Bruce Springsteen – 1984
BALLROOM BLITZ Sweet – 1975
LEAN WOMAN BLUES T. Rex – 1971
N.I.B. Black Sabbath – 1970 
LITTLE WING Jimi Hendrix – 1967
DRIVE IN SATURDAY David Bowie – 1973
MIND GAMES John Lennon – 1973
FREE BIRD Lynrd Skynyrd – 1974
YOU SHOOK ME ALL NIGHT LONG  AC/DC – 1980
NOVEMBER RAIN Guns N’ Roses - 1991
I WANT TO BREAK FREE  Queen – 1984
MONEY FOR NOTHING  Dire Straits – 1985
A PASSAGE TO BANGKOK Rush – 1976
I WANT TO HOLD YOUR HAND The Beatles – 1963
THE WIND CRIES MARY Jimi Hendrix – 1967
DON’T LET ME DOWN The Beatles - 1969
ME AND BOBBY MCGEE Janis Joplin - 1971
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THE PAST YEAR has been an era of 
change for many bands. In August, 
indie rock band Death Cab for Cutie 
lost a founding member when in-
strumentalist and producer Chris 
Walla announced he would leave 
the band. Despite the sadness that 
engulfed long-time Death Cab lov-
ers, Walla was at least courteous 
on his way out.
The trend continues with one of 
the millennial generation’s most 
beloved pop-punk bands. 
Since Mark Hoppus and Tra-
vis Barker of Blink-182 told Rolling 
Stone   on Jan. 26  that   long-time   gui-
tarist and co-vocalist Tom DeLonge 
had “indefinitely” left the band, his 
bandmates, diehard fans and even 
DeLonge himself have been up 
in arms. 
Most fans expected a change 
when Blink announced that Matt 
Skiba, Alkaline Trio guitarist/vo-
calist, would be joining the band 
for its headlining set at this year’s 
eighth annual Musink Festival 
in March, but no one was expect-
ing that DeLonge would ditch the 
trio “indefinitely.” 
“We were all set to play this fes-
tival and record a new album, and 
Tom kept putting it off without 
reason,” Hoppus and Barker told 
Rolling Stone on Jan. 26. “A week 
before we were scheduled to go in 
to the studio, we got an email from 
his manager explaining that he 
didn’t want to participate in any 
Blink-182 projects indefinitely, but 
would rather work on his other, 
non-musical endeavors.”
Hoppus and Barker did not hes-
itate to air the band’s dirty laundry 
and agreed to divulge the details 
of their band’s dispute to Rolling 
Stone in the exclusive Q-and-A on 
Jan. 26.
“To be honest, I wasn’t that sur-
prised [at DeLonge’s departure] 
because his attitude leading up to 
that had been not excited and not 
interested,” Hoppus told Rolling 
Stone. “Even though we’d been 
talking about recording and dates, 
things kept getting pushed back.”
While the current members of 
Blink-182 vented to Rolling Stone 
and other outlets, DeLonge appar-
ently tried to reel in the rumors 
through an open letter he posted 
to Facebook on Jan. 27. In the let-
ter, he refuted the claims Hoppus 
and Barker made against him, and 
went as far as to say that he told 
his bandmates he would always be 
involved with Blink as long as the 
members of the group were all on 
speaking terms and maintained 
their friendship. 
DeLonge also stated in his Face-
book post that it was his opinion 
that Hoppus and Barker tried to 
delay an album by Angels & Air-
waves, another band DeLonge 
plays in, while he was trying to 
balance working with both the 
bands. He closed his Facebook let-
ter by expressing his sadness at the 
band’s apparent dissolution and 
the widespread confusion among 
Blink-182’s fanbase. 
“I suppose they’re doing this as 
a way to protect themselves from 
being hurt,” DeLonge wrote. “Even 
as I watch them act so different to 
what I know of them to be, I still 
care deeply for them, like brothers 
and like old friends. But our rela-
tionship got poisoned yesterday. 
Never planned on quitting, just find 
it hard as hell to commit.”
ksenese@chroniclemail.com
Blink-182’s back-and-forth a 
sad moment for fans
CALABRESE
Beat Kitchen
2100 W. Belmont Ave.
8 p.m.
$12, 17+
Thursday, Feb. 5
BEN HOWARD
Riviera Theatre
4746 N. Racine Ave.
7:30 p.m.
$27.50
Wednesday, Feb. 4
THE SUEVES
Empty Bottle
1035 N. Western Ave.
9 p.m.
$5
Wednesday, Feb. 4
UNTIL THE RIBBON 
BREAKS
Schubas
3159 N. Southport Ave.
8 p.m.
$12, 21+
Monday, Feb. 2
TORY LANEZ
Reggie’s
2105 S. State St.
7 p.m.
$15-18
Sunday, Feb. 8
SIDEWALK CHALK
Metro
3730 N. Clark St.
7 p.m.
$12, 18+
Saturday Feb. 7
JONNY CRAIG
Bottom Lounge
1375 W. Lake St.
7 p.m.
$15, 17+
Saturday, Feb. 7
DARK STAR
ORCHESTRA
Vic Theatre
3145 N. Sheffield Ave.
8 p.m.
$26, 18+
Friday, Feb. 6
BULLFIGHTS ON ACID
Bottom Lounge
1375 W. Lake St.
7 p.m.
$5, 17+
Friday, Feb. 6
WHAT DO YOU DO FOR THE SUPER BOWL?
 “Stay in and relax.”
SERENITY MARTIN
senior fashion studies major
WHAT DO YOU DO FOR THE SUPER BOWL?
“I avoid watching the Super Bowl and get brunch.”
JAMES GLEASON
senior interdisciplinary major
WHAT DO YOU DO FOR THE SUPER BOWL?
“Hang out with friends.”
KAYLEE JONES
sophomore fashion studies major
WHAT DO YOU DO FOR THE SUPER BOWL?
“Look for snacks.”
TOM FRY
junior creative non-fiction writing major
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THE 27TH ANNUAL Onion City Film and Vid-
eo Festival began Jan. 28 at the Gene Siskel 
Film Center, 164 N. State St., with nine exper-
imental short video works premiering before 
the festival moved to the college’s Ferguson 
Theatre at the 600 S. Michigan Ave. Building 
for the remainder of its programming ending 
on Jan. 31.
The festival was created by the now-de-
funct Experimental Film Coalition and was 
eventually handed over to Chicago Filmmak-
ers, a nonprofit media arts organization, in 
2001. The festival featured experimental 16- 
and 35-millimeter films and videos of various 
lengths and subjects.
Patrick Friel, who has served as the festi-
val’s programmer and director since Chicago 
Filmmakers took over the festival, said he 
chooses the films that appear in the festival 
each year, and it is a responsibility that re-
quires much consideration.
“What I tend to do is make the decision on 
what I’m showing on a case-by-case basis, so 
it’s the individual merits of the film that’s the 
initial impulse,” Friel said. “Then secondari-
ly, [I try] to keep an eye on diversity in terms 
of style. I don’t want to show 60 films that are 
working in the exact same kind of way. I want 
a range of different kinds of films. I also try to 
keep an eye on geographic diversity, gender 
and tone of the films.”
Experimental filmmaking can seem ob-
scure to some audiences and can be explained 
in many different ways, said Josh B. Mabe, 
program director at Chicago Filmmakers. 
However, Mabe said one thing that unites 
most experimental films is the focus on the 
visual aspects rather than the storytelling.
“[Experimental films] are intensely vi-
sual,” Mabe said. “The visual component is 
the much more important aspect of it over 
the narrative elements of it, usually. That’s 
another reason why it would not fit into the 
normal constraints [of filmmaking], because 
they’re not trying to tell a story with a be-
ginning, middle and end, but they’re trying 
to work through visual ideas or express a vi-
sual meaning that might be separate from a 
narrative meaning.”
Mabe said a way to understand experimen-
tal films is to think of how mainstream films 
relate to novels in terms of story structure. 
Experimental works are much less struc-
tured, like some forms of poetry, Mabe said.
“With experimental filmmaking, the art-
ist isn’t necessarily trying to express an idea, 
they just may be working through a particu-
lar process or doing something more close-
ly related to poetry,” Mabe said. “If you can 
compare feature-length narrative films to 
novels, then some experimental films might 
be poetry.”
Filmmaker Gregg Biermann screened two 
works at the festival, “Iterations,” a contin-
uation of a project that remixes scenes from 
some of Hollywood’s most notable films, on 
Jan. 28 and “The Age of Animals,” which de-
tails the last 500 million years of animal life 
on earth in 40 minutes,  on Jan. 30. 
In “Iterations,” Biermann vertically sliced 
scenes from Alfred Hitchcock’s “Rear Win-
dow” and phased them back and forth from 
left to right while maintaining the film’s ac-
tual time element, creating a different in-
terpretation of the sequence of events. After 
showing the film, Biermann participated in a 
Q-and-A on Jan. 28 to discuss his work and 
experimental filmmaking.
“What I like about what happens here is 
that it allows you to see things that you would 
not normally see because cinema has such a 
complex synthesis of elements,” Biermann 
said. “That’s one of the things that’s so amaz-
ing about it, but one that’s dangerous too be-
cause things are happening on the screen but 
they’re also happening in your mind. “ 
Biermann said he chose to remix classic 
films such as “The Sound of Music,” “Sing-
ing in the Rain,” and numerous works by Al-
fred Hitchcock because he loves them, but 
also because he wants to demolish them for 
what they represent in terms of cinema and 
American culture.
“It’s because they’re valuable and it’s be-
cause they have a gravitational pull as op-
posed to [low-budget movies] or something,” 
Biermann said. “I seem to not want to de-
stroy those as much. There is some sense of 
destruction as well as some sense of loving 
them, but they’re certainly really import-
ant moments in film, so they’ve pierced ev-
eryone’s consciousness—they’re a part of 
our culture.”
GET A LEASE
ON CHICAGO
LINCOLN APARTMENT MANAGEMENT LP 
D/B/A GRAND CAMPUS LIVING
2 E. 8TH ST.  CHICAGO, IL 60605
312-939-7000  |  777SOUTHSTATE.COM
GO LOCAL!
SUMMER HOUSING MAY 30-AUG 10TH
FURNISHED 1-2 BEDROOM LEASES
EASY ACCESS TO THE TRAIN
IN THE HEART OF CHICAGO
CORNER OF SOUTH STATE AND E. 8TH
CLOSE TO LAKE MICHIGAN AND A GREAT BIKE PATH
bbarrowcliff@chroniclemail.com
Onion City film festival peels back 
layers of experimental filmmaking
BAXTER BARROWCLIFF
Arts & Culture Editor
Courtesy PATRICK FRIEL
Gregg Bierman remixed a scene from Alfred Hitchcock’s “Rear Window” for his film “Iterations,” which he screened on Jan. 28 at the Gene 
Siskel Film Center, 164 N. State St. 
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CONSIDERING THE PREMISE of “The 
Boy Next Door,” its only hope is that 
the filmmakers take a deep plunge 
into the story to make the movie ei-
ther a calamity of hilarious propor-
tions or another surprising success 
to add to Jennifer Lopez’s career. 
“The Boy Next Door” is neither, be-
ing too predictable for the so-bad-
it’s-good category and too fettered 
by indecisiveness to add any jewels 
to Lopez’s Hollywood crown. The 
thriller is an empty film riddled 
with cookie-cutter cliches.
The film opens with Lopez run-
ning in a predictably tight tube top, 
sweat coating her bare midriff. Lo-
pez’s character, Claire Peterson, is 
coping with her recent separation 
from her adulterous husband while 
working at her son’s high school 
teaching a dubiously titled “clas-
sics” course. Late to her son’s medi-
cal appointment and wrestling with 
a broken garage door, she is rescued 
by a robust pair of biceps belonging 
to Noah Sandborn, the 19-year-old 
boy next door played by Ryan Guz-
man. His raunchy and undisguised 
advances save Claire from her bor-
ing suburban life and give her so-
lace in a night of revelatory passion, 
distinguished by a revealing scene, 
which challenges Lopez’s strict “no 
nudity” contract.
Noah misappropriates love for 
lust, though, darkly vowing that 
Claire is “a woman to be cherished.” 
Having sparked faintly defined kill-
er instincts in Noah, Claire’s life 
comes under attack as Guzman’s 
character does everything he can to 
replace her husband and child.
Betting on a taboo, filmmakers 
often push as far as they can, which 
makes choosing Lopez, a woman 
who has not aged in two decades, 
and Guzman, the most mature 
19-year-old possible, a miscalculat-
ed decision for director Rob Cohen. 
Normally an action and adventure 
film director, Cohen was an odd 
choice to start, with career high-
lights, including “The Fast and the 
Furious” and “xXx.” The change 
of style has not been kind to him, 
though that does not stop Cohen 
from throwing in a useless chase 
scene to remind viewers what he is 
capable of producing.
Characters are used as plot devic-
es without any real purpose rather 
than dynamic figures. Characters 
come and go, and the dialogue beats 
every dead horse possible. 
“I love your mother’s cookies,” 
Noah chuckles. 
The lines flow off of the half-
hearted script like a news report 
amid a foreign disaster.
“Oh my god, he’s threatened my 
life, my son, my job,” Lopez mouths 
while she unconvincingly cleans up 
incriminating evidence, as if she 
were a model walking off the set 
of a photo-shoot rather than a dis-
traught woman afraid of the future. 
Lopez hardly fits the role of an aged 
teacher, let alone be married to ag-
ing cheater by John Corbett.
Lopez, who generally plays 
strong female leads, has trouble 
portraying a victim. Noah’s mommy 
issue-driven psychosis would have 
made sense if she seduced him, but 
like any movie failing the film Be-
chdel test—a moment where two 
women talk about something other 
than a man—Claire is passive until 
it is convenient for her not to be. A 
majority of Lopez’s screen time is 
spent cooking dinner for her fam-
ily while she swoons over Noah’s 
handyman skills. 
Rather than making the back-
wards-fun trash that the script was 
intended to be with its lowbrow 
puns and wooden characters, the 
film’s creators tried to make a real 
pseudo morality play. Pulling in 
both directions gets this film no-
where, ultimately punishing Lopez 
for her sexuality and punishing the 
viewer with 91 minutes of “The Boy 
Next Door.”
OPENS NATIONWIDE FEBRUARY 6!
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No refuge for degenerates in ‘The Boy Next Door’
VANN FULFS
Film Critic
chronicle@colum.edu
IMDb
Jennifer Lopez and Ryan Guzman star in the sexy thriller “Boy Next Door,” a movie about a complicated relationship between a recent divorcee and her younger neighbor.
Eric and Tami Taylor, “Friday Night Lights”: The 
no-nonsense Texas football coach and his stern-yet-sweet 
guidance counselor wife seemed to be the only voices of 
reason on a show full of drama the size of the Lone Star 
State. Still, the Taylors never fell out of sync with each other. 
Clear eyes and full hearts, I cannot get enough of these two.
Joey and Chandler, “Friends”: Ross and Rachel who? 
This is the “Friends” relationship worth watching. The bro-
mance between these roommates and best friends never 
became stale, even after years of crazy apartment antics, 
which included creating games like Fireball and keeping 
farm birds as pets.
Liz Lemon and Jack Donaghy, “30 Rock”: “30 
Rock” proved that a male-female relationship can be dy-
namic without being romantic. Jack said it perfectly when 
he said their friendship is worth more than a “tawdry-yet-ex-
pert sexual encounter.” Tina Fey, you are a genius.
Abbi and Ilana, “Broad City”: I am pretty new to this 
show, but these two have already mesmerized me with their 
offbeat friendship. Whether Abbi is confessing to sexually 
fantasizing about “Lady and the Tramp” as a kid or Ilana is 
stripping down in Central Park, their crazy banter has me 
rolling on the floor every episode. I am expecting a lot from 
these two in upcoming seasons.
Mindy Lahiri and Danny Castellano, “The Mindy 
Project”: While their romance is relatively new, I have 
been in love with these two since season one. In theory, 
these two would never go together; he is a self-disciplined 
40-something and she is a 20-something (so she claims) 
hot mess who eats cereal out of wine glasses. Although she 
can be needy and sometimes annoying, Danny could not 
help but fall for Mindy, and his love for her is my favorite 
part of the show.
Pizza: I admit this food has grown on me over the years, 
but I still cannot get past the fact that bread, red sauce and 
spicy things—like peppers—are some of my least favorite 
things. I am also aware that I am a very picky eater, but 
come on. They say “combining wrongs will make a right,” 
but I say nope.
Animals: I not only hate animals, but I am also terrified of 
them. I have an issue with anything that does not commu-
nicate. I understand there are things I do not have control 
over, but animals just run around with no rhyme or reason. 
What does it mean when Fido growls at me? I am not sure, 
but I definitely am not planning on finding out.
Children: There is nothing worse than children: They are 
loud and messy, and the “fun-size” humans just need to 
stay away. Children fall into a very similar category as ani-
mals. I am not a mind-reader, and the little tots do not give 
any indication as to what they are thinking. I give major 
kudos to the people who have them, but please keep them 
away from me.
Cuddling: I am not a touchy-feely person. Sitting too close 
to me will drive me crazy. I believe everyone has a personal 
“bubble.” Mine is a solo bubble, and I need it to stay that 
way. I like personal space and keeping a normal body tem-
perature. If I want to be warmer, I will grab a blanket. If it 
seems like I want to sit close to you, I probably do not and 
signals were misread.
Wine: It is just juice for grown-ups, and being a grown-up 
sucks. The only time I will ever allow myself to buy wine 
is when there is nothing else I want available. There is no 
other excuse. I want juice-like drinks to be fruity and good, 
not send me into dance mode at night and wake up with 
a headache later. The only thing I like about wine is the 
iPhone emoji that resembles it.  
Judgment Day: At least once a month, my morning com-
mute is joined by a man in tattered clothing carrying a card-
board sign with “JUDGMENT DAY” written in bold letters. 
“You’re stupid!” he repeatedly screams at fellow passengers 
with such conviction that it is hard not to take it personally.
Sleepy Selfie: We have all been there before: exhausted 
on the CTA after a long day at work. One day the business-
man next to me could not fight the sleep any longer and 
fell asleep resting on my shoulder. Finding some humor in 
the situation, I decided to take a quick selfie with him. The 
look on his face was priceless when he woke up mid-selfie.
Ebola Scare: Back in November, I was on the Red Line 
heading home from work when some poor girl with a cold 
sneezed. “Oh, she got that Ebola!” another passenger yelled 
while pointing at her. In reaction, her entire side of the car 
got up and moved to the opposite end, leaving her all alone.
Commuting Stinks: I was sitting at the back end of the 
train car when the front end erupted into screams. I looked 
and, horrified, saw a large man squatting and pooping on 
the train’s seat. A foul stench filled the air and, needless to 
say, we all got off at the next stop to hop into the next car. 
Perhaps the most disturbing part was that my former pro-
fessor—who was also on the same car—was completely un-
phased by the incident and didn’t seem to mind the stench.
IDFWU: My favorite Red Line story comes from a late trek 
home after a Saturday night out. A young girl and her moth-
er joined us on the train at the Addison stop after a night of 
mother-daughter bonding in Wrigleyville. Let’s just say her 
mom was a little too turnt and started performing her own 
rendition of Big Sean’s “I Don’t F--k With You” to the pas-
sengers. Her daughter was mortified, but the mother’s song 
and accompanying dance moves were a good addition to 
my Snapchat story.
SMALL-SCREEN RELATIONSHIPS I CAN’T 
GET ENOUGH OF
THINGS I HATE THAT MOST  
PEOPLE LOVE CRAZIEST RED LINE EXPERIENCES
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Ian Weaver’s “The Black Knight Archive, Chapter 1: Migration,” at The Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington St., examines the migration of black residents from the South into The Black Bottom, a Near West neighborhood in Chicago during the early 20th century. The residents of the 
neighborhood are portrayed symbolically through The Black Knights, a faux group created by Weaver. A ship and other handmade objects that reflect Black Nationalist imagery are used to tell the story of their journey,
We’ve brought plenty of destruction to 
earth as humans, but what if we dis-
appeared off the planet forever? Would our home go 
back to the way it was before we took over? YouTube 
channel AsapSCIENCE explains how our extinction 
would go down using understandable, easy words and 
colorful visuals drawn on a white board. The first two 
weeks sans humans would start with animals running 
wild, and the rest of the video might surprise you. 
Check it out at: https://www.youtube.com/user/
AsapSCIENCE
Food photography meets reality as 
this blog turns various foods into 
seemingly everyday objects. The website’s minimalist 
layout presents the wacky pictures in a deliciously 
cool way. With creations such as an egg roll lighter, 
steak-sole shoes and a chicken leg stick shift, these 
images are addictive to stare at and can easily cause 
endless scrolling. The brightly colored backgrounds 
make the pictures pop with color and will make you 
hungry for more.
Check it out at: http://srsdsgn.com/
BLOG: “Serious Design”
VIDEO: “What If Humans  
Disappeared?”
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“Annihilation” by Jeff VanderMeer Organix productsNo-Chip manicures“Taylor Swift and the Fraught History 
of Navel-Gazing” by Lenika Cruz
“FourFiveSeconds” by Kanye West, 
Rihanna and Paul McCartney
“Lazy-Ass Honey-Dipped Soul” 
Spotify playlist
“Trap Queen (Remix)” by Fetty 
Wap ft. French Montana
“Black Sun” by Death Cab for Cutie
Taco Bell App MyFitnessPal appGoogle Translate app updateWaze app
“Parenthood” series finale “Celebrity Apprentice 7”“The Vampire Diaries” season 6“Scandal” season 4
I have started using Organix products in my 
hair lately, and I’ve been satisfied with the re-
sults. After going through a phase of believing 
hair product brands were all the same, Orga-
nix restored my faith that certain products re-
ally can be superior. — K. Davis
I used to get no-chip manicures every other 
week. My nails looked better than I did most of 
the time, until they started breaking off. Due to 
the harsh LED light and industrial acetone that 
removes the polish, I had to give up no-chip 
manicures forever. — K. Davis 
The Atlantic’s Cruz dives into the oddly pro-
found depths of belly buttons in her most 
recent article on the infamy of Taylor Swift’s 
own navel or lack thereof. But I could care less 
what her button looks like. — C. Looney 
The first book in the Southern Reach Trilogy, 
“Annihilation,” revolves around a biologist and 
her experiences traversing the enigmatic and 
surreal Area X. “Annihilation” elicits a slow ter-
ror that grips you tight and bleeds into your 
own reality. — C. Looney 
This unexpected Rihanna, Kanye West and 
Paul McCartney collaboration puts Rihanna’s 
vocals at the forefront. It’s a refreshing step in 
the opposite direction of Rihanna and Kanye’s 
previous works. — J. Wittich
Spotify’s playlists are often questionable at 
best, but it never fails to deliver with its soul 
playlists. This one, in particular, is an artfully 
curated collection featuring the likes of D’An-
gelo and Big K.R.I.T. — C. Looney
Fetty Wap is not yet a name you hear when 
discussing artists, but his song “Trap Queen” 
is an odd hit. It received attention from rapper 
French Montana who remixed the track, but it 
was better off before the remix. — N. Craig
The first single off Death Cab’s upcoming 
eighth album, Kintsugi, is a preview of the 
band’s long-anticipated album that offers ex-
actly the kind of sound faithful fans like myself 
hoped for. It is reassuring that the tone of Nar-
row Stairs isn’t long gone. — K. Senese
Fulfilling my cravings has never been easi-
er with the emergence of the Taco Bell app. 
The free app allows customers to locate the 
nearest store, check out the menu, customize 
items and order via the app, bringing conve-
nience to a whole new level. — A. Seitz
Whether your goals are geared toward body 
composition, athletics or simply to get a better 
idea of your health by tracking nutrition and 
exercise, My Fitness Pal should prove to be 
pretty useful because it has an enormous nu-
tritional library. — M. Green 
The Google Translate app launched a new 
function in January that now utilizes smart-
phone cameras to scan printed text and trans-
late it in real time. Though not perfect and still 
in the early stages of development, the new 
feature could come in handy. — M. Green
Millions of drivers are all trying to accomplish 
one goal with this app: to outsmart traffic. 
Waze sends alerts when there are road haz-
ards, traffic jams and potential police vehicles 
nearby. The app can also connect through so-
cial media. — N. Cooper
The end of the Braverman family’s six-season 
saga was televised poetry. The talented writing 
staff and the amazing actors delivered a fina-
le that wove the show’s heartbreaking realism 
with its signature familial wit. Each character 
received a fitting ending. — T. Eagle
Kate Gosselin is irrelevant without the plus 
eight. Vivica Fox’s last memorable perfor-
mance was “Kill Bill” a decade ago. Although 
one of Joan Rivers’ last appearances distin-
guished the season, it’s still a collection of ce-
lebrities whose stardom has faded. — T. Eagle
When the CW network oddly threw renewals 
at half a dozen shows a month ahead of most 
networks, “The Vampire Diaries” was the most 
mystifying. It needs to be canceled. Each sea-
son and each episode continue to strengthen 
the stench that accompanies it. — T. Eagle 
Shonda Rhimes’ dramas always start with a 
punch, but three or four seasons in—or one, 
namely “Off the Map”—they become stale and 
outlandish. “Scandal” is following in a similar 
vein, and Season 4 is off to a shoddy start. 
Shonda doesn’t have it handled.  — T. Eagle 
No– just... no. It’s whatever. YAAASS!Uhmmm, WTF? I can dig it.
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Trauma center drama trumps Obama
EDITORIAL CARTOON
IN LIGHT OF the University of Chi-
cago’s bid for the Barack Obama 
Presidential Library, some South 
Side residents and community 
organizers have opted to use the 
bid as a platform to discuss the 
area’s deafening lack of an adult 
trauma center. Protesters chant 
“No trauma, no ‘bama,” demanding 
the university reopen its Level 1 
trauma center rather than pursue a  
presidential library. 
U of C’s Medical Center closed 
its adult trauma center in 1988 
after reallocating its funds to other 
specialties, according to an Octo-
ber 2014 U of C Medicine press 
release. U of C has since provided 
the surrounding community and 
city with a burn unit, neonatal 
intensive care unit and emergency 
helicopter services, but the closing 
of the trauma center further dis-
enfranchised a part of the city rife 
with gun violence. 
Although the Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Health’s Jan. 2 
Trauma Center Feasibility Study 
suggested that U of C is the only 
medical center on the South Side 
with the resources to support a 
Level 1 adult trauma center, it is 
not the university’s responsibility 
to open one. 
It is undeniable that the South 
Side is in dire need of a Level 1  
trauma center, but to put the 
IN LESS THAN three months, Moodle, 
Columbia’s notorious learning 
management system, will replace 
OASIS and serve as the college’s 
only official online classroom com-
ponent. The college is hoping to 
truly integrate technology into its 
learning experience with Moodle, 
but years of bumps in the road on 
the journey to digitally enhancing 
the classroom should not go unno-
ticed or unaddressed. 
Students and faculty use Moo-
dle—often in vain, often begrudg-
ingly, often because they’ve been 
coerced. The unreliable system 
allows users to upload documents, 
videos, PowerPoints and so on for 
learning, teaching and archival 
purposes. Some professors appre-
ciate Moodle’s ability to make it 
virtually impossible to lose papers 
or turn assignments in late. These 
professors are few and far between, 
though, as both students and pro-
fessors frequently voice deep-root-
ed aversions to Moodle during the 
review of the syllabus on the first 
day of class.
On its website, Moodle bills 
itself as “a free, open-source PHP 
web application for producing 
modular Internet-based courses 
that support a modern social con-
structionist pedagogy.” Similar to 
communism, Moodle sounds great 
on paper—a website that creates 
ever-evolving learning environ-
ments to include both teacher and  
student in the ever-evolving edu-
cation system—but in practice, it 
falls desperately short. Columbia’s 
administration wants Moodle to 
be all that it can be so that it can 
benefit the community, but an un-
willingness from both students and 
faculty to properly utilize Moodle 
because of an already buggy inter-
face and lack of interest are not 
making the rollout any easier.
However necessary an LMS 
may be for the campus community, 
there are issues that cannot be 
overlooked as the college moves 
forward with Moodle’s total take-
over. When using Moodle, students 
are often required to upload assign-
ments and participate in rigorous 
blogging and forum posting, while 
teachers are expected to pack the 
site with resources. In essence, 
weight of such a venture on the 
university—a nonprofit that 
already contributes to the welfare 
of its community—is unfair. Mayor 
Rahm Emanuel—whose desperate 
attempts at land grabs in order to 
acquire the presidential library are 
reprehensible—should be taking 
on the work and responsibility 
of meeting the area’s need for 
trauma care.
U of C should not be burdened 
with the cost—an annual average 
of $20 million, according to a 2009 
National Center for Biotechnology 
Information study—of running 
and maintaining a trauma center 
that it does not want in the first 
place. One of the main reasons U 
of C shuttered its trauma center in 
1988 was because of the financial 
hardships the center placed on  
the university.
Trauma centers offer specialty 
services that typical emergency 
rooms do not. Gunshot and car  
accident victims are treated in 
Level 1 trauma centers because 
these types of centers are equipped 
with the doctors trained to deal 
with such cases, according to the 
Trauma Center Feasibility Study.  
U of C’s Medical Center is only 
able to handle pediatric trauma 
cases, so adult South Side trauma 
victims are transported to North 
Side hospitals. The average time 
every time work is uploaded to 
Moodle, intellectual property is be-
ing handed over to the college and 
the Internet at large. For some this 
may not be an issue, but for those 
who value their work and time, this 
is a serious invasion of privacy. In a 
sense, Moodle becomes an archive 
of student and faculty work that 
may be used later for course con-
struction, evaluations and data and 
number crunching by the college. 
When Moodle was proposed 
back in 2008, the college’s admin-
istration should have taken time to 
explore alternative options rather 
than jumping for the cheap option 
in order to quell complaints about 
Oasis. Blackboard Inc., an educa-
tion management company that 
now owns Moodle, offers several 
LMS alternatives—such as their 
own systems—and should have 
been considered before Columbia 
took the dive into the deep end 
of the tech pool. Regardless, it is 
absurd the college can afford to 
funnel any funds into expanding its 
Moodle capabilities among endless 
budget cuts. 
Furthermore, the idea that on-
line interaction and discussions  
on Moodle should be required of 
students is silly. Discussion and 
participation should be a top  
priority in the classroom, not 
online. Collaboration and learning 
are so easily found in real life that, 
when forced to do it online for a 
grade, it becomes artificial. When 
commenting on someone’s blog or 
forum post becomes mandatory, 
voluntary, organic ideas disappear 
from classrooms. Why bother  
engaging in class if it is just going 
to later be recorded for posterity on 
a website no one wants to use and 
no one will ever look at again?
Nonetheless, there is no stop-
ping the tides of change, even if  
the tides are further sinking the 
ship.  However, the fact that the 
Moodle juggernaut has not been 
stopped only proves how out of 
touch the college’s administration 
is. Investing in an LMS is wise in 
the face of an evolving technolog-
ical world, but throwing money at 
a bad idea—money that could be 
better spent on a more intuitive, 
advanced system—is foolish.
Moodle: the 
sinking ship it takes an ambulance to transport South Side trauma victims to the 
necessary facilities sits well above 
15 minutes, according to a 2011 
WBEZ 91.5 data collection. Unfor-
tunately, those 15–20 minutes can 
often mean life or death.
The distance and time it takes  
to transport patients from the 
South Side is one of the main 
points of contention for those  
protesting U of C’s presidential 
library bid. While it may seem 
misguided that the university is 
bidding for a library when the 
area it resides within so desper-
ately needs the trauma center, the 
city and state governments are 
the ones that should be making 
strides to better provide for their 
communities. The university has 
different priorities to focus on such 
as expanding the Medical Center’s 
specialty clinics.
It is up to our city’s leadership 
to take a stand for those who are in 
need and provide the money and 
resources that a trauma center 
demands. The need for an adult 
trauma center is evident, but the 
city’s need for more parks  
and a fancy library is not. It is time 
to invest in the things that will 
truly give back to the city and its 
people. It is not time to invest in 
things that make it pretty and  
enticing for tourists.
STUDENT POLLIs Moodle a good investment for the college?
 
“No, I hate that they switched Oasis. It was 
easy and made sense.”
 
“It is, but it is definitely not user-friendly. It 
needs to be more accessible to students.”
 
“I think it needs a lot of work so that it can be 
a good investment for the future.”
Tyler Davis senior audio arts & acoustics major Matthew Carlton freshman journalism major Filip Zadro audio arts & acoustics major
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Editor’s Note:
LETTER TO THE EDITORLE TER TO THE EDITOR
union leadership is not only highly 
inappropriate but also worthy of 
more serious action at the National 
Labor Relations Board.
Additionally, there is nothing in 
the Chronicle’s story reflecting the 
most basic reasons P-Fac members 
chose to disaffiliate: the IEA/NEA 
represents full-time public school 
teachers in grades K-12. As part-
time adjuncts in a private college, 
we have sat through numerous 
state and national conventions and 
meetings in which the issues dis-
cussed and advocated have nothing 
to do with our issues. Additionally, 
most of the dues we collect from 
our members have to be turned 
over to the IEA. We decided that 
controlling our dues locally would 
give us the opportunity to serve 
our members better on the issues 
they really care about: job security, 
hourly pay and respect. 
    — P-Fac Steering Committee
Kevin Hart’s homophobia reflects bigger issue
STAND-UP COMEDIAN KEVIN Hart has 
played many roles, but there is one 
role he claims he will never play: a 
gay man.
Hart has gained a strong fan base 
that seems to support most of his 
career ventures with his appear-
ances in popular films and several 
TV shows, but in a recent inter-
view with “The Breakfast Club” 
on Power 105.1, Hart said he will 
never play a gay character—and 
even turned down one such role 
in 2008’s blockbuster hit “Tropic 
Thunder” because he is insecure 
about what people would think  
of him.
“I don’t think I’m really going to 
dive into that role 100 percent  
because of the insecurities about 
myself trying to play that part,” 
We are writing to inform your 
readers about our objections to the 
Chronicle’s Jan. 26 story on the 
recent P-Fac election to disaffiliate 
from the Illinois Education Asso-
ciation, “P-Fac Vote Spurs Union 
Investigation.” We also wanted to 
correct the serious inaccuracies in 
the story.
The story is very one-sided, 
unfair, unbalanced and biased. It is 
also incomplete and does not touch 
on some of the most important 
reasons our members voted over-
whelmingly, 232-50, to disaffiliate 
from the IEA.
The story quotes Beverly Stewart, 
Jim Nagle, Nick Hoeppner and 
Cinda Klickna—who all oppose the 
disaffiliation—and Diana Vallera, 
who is the only one speaking in fa-
vor of disaffiliation. The Chronicle 
reporters could easily have reached 
out to one of the 41 department 
reps who voted for disaffiliation at a 
Per The Chronicle’s editorial 
policy, the publication accepts 
and encourages letters to the ed-
itor from its readership, and The 
Chronicle, barring space limita-
tions, prints those letters. 
The Chronicle stands behind 
Hart said. “What I think people are 
going to think while I’m trying to 
 do this is going to stop me.”
Plenty of other straight actors 
have played the roles of gay men 
in their careers, and Hart’s refusal 
to do so only makes him appear 
homophobic and hypocritical.
In his films, Hart has played  
many roles that could hardly be 
deemed appropriate if they ac-
curately represented his real-life 
behavior. In one of his most popu-
lar films, “Think Like a Man,” Hart 
plays a happily divorced woman-
izer quick to hit on any woman 
he sees. A more recent example 
would be Hart’s role in “The Wed-
ding Ringer,” in which he plays a 
condescending wedding planner 
whose methods are inconsiderate 
and impractical.
In his stand-up act, Hart 
enthusiastically tells personal 
stories that do not paint the best 
picture of him. For instance, he has 
no reservations telling personal 
anecdotes of getting drunk at bars 
and starting fights. Why is it that 
meeting in December. Instead, the 
story included comments only from 
one of the department reps—the 
only one who voted no on disaffilia-
tion. The Chronicle reporters could 
have interviewed any of the 232 
P-Fac members who voted in favor 
of disaffiliation. Again, the reporters 
apparently chose not to do so, or 
they failed to include comments 
from any of the adjuncts who voted 
in favor of disaffiliation.
There is no rebuttal in the story 
to what IEA President Cinda 
Klickna said. It is not true that 
she never had the opportunity to 
address members. Ms. Klickna 
sent letters to every eligible voter 
in P-Fac. Many P-Fac members 
were contacted personally and 
repeatedly by Beverly Stewart, Bill 
Silver (who works for the IEA) 
and Lou Ann Swartzlander, who 
is the chair of Region 67, which 
represents P-Fac and other higher 
JACOB WITTICH
Campus Editor
Hart is more comfortable playing 
reprehensible characters or telling 
stories that actually portray him 
in a bad light, unconcerned about 
what people may think of him, but 
when it comes to simply playing a 
gay male he feels insecure? It gives 
the impression that Hart believes 
that being gay is worse than being a 
bad person. 
It is also concerning that people 
would rather see Hart as morally 
bankrupt than as a gay man. Hart’s  
irrational fears of the repercus-
sions of playing a gay character 
only highlight a larger societal is-
sue: Some people are too judgmen-
tal and quick to label actors based 
on their roles. Just because some-
body plays a gay character does not 
mean they are gay. Unlike children, 
most adults in the audience should 
understand that actors are playing 
roles of fictional people that do not 
coincide with their personal lives.
Yes, Hart’s comments do come 
across as homophobic, but his 
fear could be the result of the film 
industry’s problematic history of  
education unions in Illinois.
This election was not held in a 
hurried manner. Discussion of dis-
affiliation began last fall. It was the 
subject of many lengthy meetings 
and was clearly discussed. Those 
who opposed it were given every 
opportunity to speak to the mem-
bership. Jim Nagle, who is quoted 
in your story, did not attend the 
meeting in which disaffiliation was 
first discussed, nor did he attend 
subsequent meetings last fall.
It is inaccurate to report that 
those opposing disaffiliation did 
not have opportunity to contact 
P-fac members. All interested 
parties had adequate access to the 
union’s website and Facebook  
page, where they were free to post 
comments opposing disaffiliation. 
Additionally, adjunct faculty have 
the colum.edu emails as well as 
personal emails of their colleagues. 
P-Fac members are able to call 
straight actors being shamed for 
playing characters of a different 
sexual orientation.
One major example of this is the 
flurry of rumors that surrounded 
Jake Gyllenhaal and Heath Led-
ger’s individual sexualities follow-
ing the 2005 release of “Brokeback 
Mountain.”
It has been nearly a decade since 
the film’s release, and more recent 
releases show that the issue is 
just as prevalent today. Very little 
progress has been made.
More recently, Nick Jonas’ sexu-
ality has been called into question 
since “Kingdom,” the TV show in 
which he stars, recently revealed 
his character is gay and showed a 
gay sex scene involving the actor. 
Despite this public reaction, Jonas 
has stuck by his decision to play 
the character and, in a Dec. 10 
interview with BuzzFeed, said he 
was proud to play a gay character 
and regretted nothing.
Similar to Jonas, there are many 
other straight actors who would 
not think twice before playing a 
each other, as their phone numbers 
are available through department 
secretaries and support staff 
throughout the college. It is also 
easy to determine an adjunct’s 
colum.edu email by simply using 
the first initial of the first name and 
last name of  the adjunct. 
We also object to this statement 
in your story, which is unattribut-
ed: “If the election results are ruled 
invalid, the election will be redone 
giving P-Fac members the option 
to nominate an alternate group  
of members as the steering com-
mittee.”
We wonder why you seemingly 
made no effort to check out this 
inaccurate statement by con-
tacting P-Fac. There is no such 
provision in the passage of the 
constitutional amendment that 
would call for an election of a new 
steering committee. In fact, such a 
statement that calls for a change in 
gay role and actually take pride in 
doing so, unlike Hart.
During the Jan. 23 premiere of 
“James White” at the Sundance 
Film Festival in Park City, Utah, 
rapper and actor Kid Cudi—who 
plays a gay man in the film—told 
Billboard he did not even hesitate 
to accept the role.
“I knew I had a responsibility,” 
Cudi said. “There’s going to be 
some kid that’s going to see me in 
this film and maybe have the confi-
dence to come out. I’m comfortable 
with myself as a man.”
It is important that we have 
straight actors filling the roles of 
gay characters. It demonstrates a 
growing support for the LGBTQ 
community and can help people 
struggling with their sexual identi-
ties to realize that they have allies. 
Gay roles should not be exclusive 
to gay actors.
To solve this issue, there need to 
be more actors like Jonas and Cudi 
who are not afraid to take on gay 
roles because of how people might 
interpret them. The more often 
straight actors embrace and portray 
gay roles, the more accepted the 
idea will become. Straight actors 
would receive much less backlash 
for playing gay characters, and may-
be people like Hart would be less 
reluctant to play gay characters.
Unlike children, most adults in the audience should understand that actors 
are playing roles of fictional people that do not 
coincide with their personal lives.
P-Fac responds to Chronicle coverage
jwittich@chroniclemail.com
the reporting of its staff and con-
tinually delivers fair, unbiased 
reporting. The Chronicle did so 
in regards to the Jan. 26 article re-
garding P-Fac’s vote to disaffiliate 
from its parent union and the par-
ent union’s ongoing investigation 
into the election. It is erroneous in 
claiming that Chronicle reporters 
did not attempt to include multi-
ple perspectives in the article. Re-
porters contacted 10 members of 
P-Fac over a period of two weeks 
seeking comment on disaffiliation. 
Requests were ignored or declined.
Furthermore, reporters reached 
out to P-Fac immediately follow-
ing the announcement of the vote 
to disaffiliate and only received a 
response from P-Fac president Di-
ana Vallera after several repeated 
attempts at contact. 
The Chronicle’s reporters strive 
for fairness, but they can only quote 
those who wish to grant reporters 
interviews.
The Chronicle deeply regrets 
the lack of attribution to the state-
ment that the P-Fac Steering 
Committee refers to in the letter 
that was from Beverly Stewart, a 
member of IEA.
The Columbia ChroniCle
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ALTHOUGH BILLS AND petitions that 
would allow prisoners access to 
condoms have been 
shot  down in Illinois, 
Ca l i f o r n i a  p a s s e d 
legislation last year 
f o r  c o n dom dis-
tribution in pris-
ons, which could 
provide insight 
into how similar 
laws in Illinois 
c o u l d  l o w e r 
the prevalence 
o f  s e x u a l l y 
transmitted diseases 
in prisons.
Illinois Representative Monique 
D. Davis (D-Chicago) introduced a 
bill in 2009 that would allow pris-
oners to buy condoms, but it did 
not succeed. 
“I made this bill during a period 
when AIDS was very prominent, 
especially in the African-American 
community,” Davis said. 
After some inmates were released 
from prison, those who contracted 
AIDS or HIV would disclose it to 
their partners, and it was almost like 
an epidemic, Davis said. 
“It’s stated that it is illegal to have 
sex in prison, but we all know that it 
does occur,” Davis said. “We thought 
if there was protection available for 
those who were consenting to have 
sexual relations in prison that they 
be allowed a condom so they did not 
catch or spread STDs.”  
The bill did not succeed because 
t h e  I l l i n o i s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Corrections said it would appear 
they were condoning the illegal 
act of having sex in prison if they 
offered contraception. Davis said 
that despite the passing of the mari-
juana bill in states like Colorado and 
Washington, smoking marijuana is 
also a federally illegal act. 
“I am reminded that federally, 
smoking [marijuana] is an illegal 
act, but we still passed that legisla-
tion,” Davis said. 
Ramon Gardenhire, vice president 
of policy for the AIDS Foundation 
of Chicago, said the organization 
has been trying to run promote a 
For people to pretend that there 
is no sex in jail is shortsighted, 
she said.
Courtney Mulhern-Pearson, the 
director of state and local  affairs for 
the San Francisco AIDS Foundation, 
is an advocate for policies that 
provide inmates with potentially 
life-saving contraception. 
“It’s something that we support in 
California, and I would be support-
ive of efforts in Illinois to explore 
similar programs,” Mulhern-
Pearson said. “Our organization 
advocated for the bill. We submit-
ted letters of support, provided tes-
timony at public hearings and had 
meetings with legislators during the 
period when California was consid-
ering having condoms in jails.”
Davis said she will have a new 
bill drafted by Feb. 6 and plans 
on learning how AIDS is spread-
ing throughout Illinois prisons and 
if Chicago prisons are having the 
same problem.   
“Many people on our commit-
tees  feel that the Department 
of Corrections should have the 
final say  but they forget that we 
are the legislators and we are 
the ones who hopefully make 
the final say in prison policy,” 
Davis said.
DUE TO INCREASED customer con-
cerns amid two Uber Chicago driv-
ers being arrested after sexually 
assaulting passengers, Uber is start-
ing a new safety initiative to protect 
its riders. 
In recent months, incidents of 
ridesharing app drivers assaulting 
riders have drawn criticism to ride-
sharing companies. Commentators 
have criticized these companies 
for not conducting thorough back-
ground checks on drivers. Most 
ridesharing companies—Uber, Lyft 
and Sidecar—perform criminal 
background checks. Uber and Lyft, 
prohibit drivers that have commit-
ted violent crimes, sexual offenses, 
felonies, theft and drug-related 
offenses in the last seven years 
from employment with the com-
pany, according to both companies’ 
websites. Similar to Uber and Lyft, 
Sidecar does not employ drivers 
if they have committed similar 
offenses in the last five years. 
Uber’s new safety initiative memo 
stated that the background checks 
that the company conducts on its 
drivers exceeds local and national 
standards. Out of the 200 drivers 
employed by Uber in Chicago, two 
have been charged with sexually 
assaulting passengers.
In November, a 46-year-old Uber 
driver sexually assaulted a 21-year-
old male passenger. He took him to 
an unfamiliar neighborhood and 
put him in a chokehold to prevent 
him from escaping. In December, 
a 30-year-old driver took an intox-
icated 22-year-old woman to his 
apartment and sexually assaulted 
her. Both drivers released their vic-
tims after assaulting them. 
Uber’s new safety team initiative 
includes a more transparent track-
ing system, a driver confirmation 
app feature, a rider safety check-
list, a “Share My ETA” option and a 
24/7 driver feedback loop. Lyft and 
Sidecar have similar safety features 
on their apps.
Tyler Choate, 26, a speech thera-
pist for Leep Forward, a therapeutic 
preschool and developmental pedi-
atric clinic, regularly uses Uber to 
get around Chicago because he does 
not own a car. He said he has never 
had any negative experiences using 
its services. 
Ridesharing app companies 
increase safety protocols 
bill in Springfield, Illinois, since 
2012 that would allow condoms 
to be distributed in jails and other 
correctional settings. 
“The bill was never able to pass 
either at the House or the Senate,” 
Gardenhire said. “But we are still 
committed to the issue.”
“The Men & Women in Prison 
Ministries is other group that is 
working to advocate for this cause,” 
Gardenhire  said. 
Gardenhire said inmates are inev-
itably going to have sexual encoun-
ters in prison settings, which leads 
to positive STD test results after 
incarceration. Gardenhire said he 
thinks it is important that they take 
preventative measures against HIV 
and other STDs.
Ro n d a  G o l d fe i n ,  exe c u t i ve 
director of AIDS Law Project of 
Pennsylvania, a nonprofit public 
interest law firm, advocates this 
new policy. 
“Let’s be realistic there’s sex 
in jail,” Goldfein said. “Some 
is non-consensual and some is 
consensual. You want people to 
have condoms.”
BIANCA MARTINEZ
Metro Reporter
SARAH MARTINSON
Metro Reporter
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“I know friends of mine are really 
concerned about [their safety] and 
prefer not to take Uber or won’t take 
UberX,” Choate said. 
Choate said he sometimes feels 
unsafe on the CTA and would prefer 
to use Uber. 
Karen Field, 50, a federal attor-
ney, said she does not think ride-
sharing is any more dangerous than 
taking a taxi. 
“There is a risk for any cab you get 
in,” Field said. “Nobody checks to 
see if the driver owns the medallion 
in the cab, so it could be any driver.” 
Field said she thinks ridesharing 
app companies are doing all that 
they can to ensure customer safety 
with background checks. 
“Uber has just as much respon-
sibility as any other employer to 
ensure the safety of their custom-
ers,” Choate said. “I think they 
have a responsibility to address the 
issue, to publicize the issue and take 
strives to fix the problems.”
Lauren Altim, a communications 
associate for Uber, did not comment 
on whether riders need to take more 
personal responsibility for their 
Cassidy Johnson THE CHRONICLE
bmartinez@chroniclemail.com
Chicago may take after trend in California
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MATTHEW HAUSSLER
Occupation: Artist     Neighborhood: Pilsen 
CHICAGO MAZE ARTIST Matthew 
Haussler broke the Guinness World 
Record for the longest hand-drawn 
maze with his 73.5-foot creation on 
display at Block Thirty Seven shop-
ping mall, 108 N. State St.
  Haussler studied music in Ten-
nessee before becoming an artist. 
After graduation, he worked as 
an accountant at US Bank for two 
years, performed in bands at theme 
parks and appeared as an extra on 
hit shows like “Chicago P.D.” 
  Haussler said he started drawing 
mazes after he transferred to Chi-
cago to work for US Bank. After he 
signed a book deal with MindWare, 
an educational toy manufacturer, 
he turned his hobby into a career. 
The Chronicle spoke with Hauss-
ler about his career, creating maze 
art and his future as an artist.
THE CHRONICLE: Why did you start 
drawing mazes?
MATTHEW HAUSSLER: I was in 
Oregon, I was a banker there, and 
I would take breaks and kind of 
clear my head by doodling, and so 
I started by drawing them there. 
Once I got transferred here, I start-
ed spending a lot of time inside. 
At the time, I was married and my 
wife was pregnant, and it was our 
first winter in Chicago, so we were 
inside quite a bit. I started mess-
ing around, seeing if I could draw 
mazes into colosseums and mazes 
into different perspective drawings 
and things like that. What ended 
up happening is mazes came from 
that exploration of drawing the 
space around the spaces and trying 
to make them into something that 
would draw the eye in.
Do you have a favorite maze that 
you’ve drawn?
My favorite piece is the Chicago 
bean maze that I have done recent-
ly in the last few weeks. That one 
is my favorite because of the way it 
works with reflection.
How long did it take you to draw the 
longest maze ever hand-drawn?
Eight months. I started it last June 
and it took  a little over 300 hours.
Was it your goal going into this project 
to draw the world’s longest maze?
My goal was to break the record of 
the artist, who is a friend of mine 
in Pittsburgh, Joe Wos. He has a 
record of 120 square feet. I knew I 
wanted to break his, but he doesn’t 
do mazes like mine that look like 
an image. His are more like a maze 
with cartoons inside, more of what 
people think of when they think of 
mazes. Since mine are pictures as 
well, I knew my maze would have 
to be much longer because there is 
so much white space on mine. His 
was four feet high and 30 feet long. 
Mine is 73.5 feet long. It’s almost 
twice as long as his, but it’s just over 
the square footage by five or six feet.
What do you want people to get from 
your artwork? 
I want them to see mazes as an art 
form mainly because it gives some 
validity to what I do and to inspire 
kids to use a combination of cre-
ative and analytical skills. It takes 
both sides of the brain to make it 
work. My goal is to get people of all 
ages to interact with art, and hope-
fully, if they’re so inclined, to create 
their own, or at least to explore art 
in ways that they haven’t before.
What’s next for you? 
One thing I’m working on now is 
getting a kid show based off the 
mazes—something that incorpo-
rates the mazes into a kid’s show 
about art and history and more of 
the humanities. My goal really is 
to get something together that’s 
the “Bill Nye” of art and history as 
opposed to science and math. I’ve 
been putting it together and hope-
fully this summer I’ll be filming it.
Have you ever thought about building 
life-size mazes that people could walk 
through? 
If the space was provided, I would 
love to design mazes. I tried to con-
nect with people who own corn-
fields so I could do some corn maz-
es. It would be a different way to 
explore what I am doing on paper. 
Courtesy MATTHEW HAUSSLER
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A PREEXISTING BAN on police profil-
ing has been expanded to include 
gender identity and national ori-
gin following a Jan. 20 vote from 
the Chicago City Council. The City 
Council Finance Committee voted 
unanimously on Jan. 15 in favor of 
the ordinance aimed at protecting 
Chicago’s transgender and immi-
grant communities, as reported 
Jan. 26 by The Chronicle. 
The sensitivity of Chicago Police 
Officers to gender expression is a 
matter of concern. Xavier Chism, 
an off-duty Chicago police officer 
who worked as a security guard at 
a South Side high school, attacked 
Aaliyah Russel-Morgan, a 17-year-
old lesbian student, on Dec. 18, 
2013, after the officer allegedly tar-
geted her for wearing “boy clothes.” 
Chism allegedly told Russel-Mor-
gan that if she wanted to dress like 
a boy, he would treat her like one. 
Russel-Morgan and her brother 
Brandon Russell, who was also 
involved in the altercation, filed a 
civil lawsuit against the city and 
Chism after the Independent Po-
lice Review Authority found Chism 
innocent of wrongdoing, according 
to a Jan. 30 RedEye report.
However, the Chicago Police 
Department told a completely 
different story in an arrest report 
filed after both Russel-Morgan and 
Russell were taken into custody 
for allegedly attacking the police, 
according to the RedEye report.
Since the Michael Brown and 
Eric Garner cases—in which two 
unarmed black men were each 
killed by a white police officer—
there has been an urgent push for 
police departments to hold officers 
accountable for racial profiling.   
State Senator Bill Haine (D–
Alton) announced his support 
for House Bill 3911, which would 
increase funding for body cameras 
for police, according to a Sept. 11 
press release from the 56th Leg-
islative District. However, the bill 
was tabled on Dec. 3 and there was 
no further call to action. 
Passing legislation that would 
aid in funding body cameras for 
CPD could not only ensure that the 
ordinance’s new rules are being 
enforced, but it could also decrease 
harmful situations that arise from  
gender or race profiling tactics 
used by police, similar to Rus-
sel-Morgan’s case.  
A March 2013 study authored 
by Police Foundation Executive 
Fellow Chief Tony Farrar showed 
that police officers’ self-awareness 
was increased while wearing a 
body camera, which resulted in a 
50 percent decrease in the use of 
excessive force.
Without the use of body camer-
as, witnesses must provide their 
own accounts of a scene where 
foul play may have been involved, 
which often differs from person to 
person. However, the use of body 
cameras alongside the revised ordi-
nance would not leave room for 
questions about who was attacked.
City Council expands police profiling 
ordinance, more work ahead
Kaitlin Hetterscheidt  THE CHRONICLE
“A world-class city cannot have a 21st-century economy without a 21st-century foundation,” said Mayor Rahm Emanuel as he discussed the city’s infrastructure with public 
policy group City Club of Chicago during a lunch event on Jan. 29 at Maggianos Banquets, 111 W. Grand Ave.
February 2, 2015  •  35
Metro 
February 2, 2015  •  35
  
 
 
Next time you drive to campus consider parking at one of the newest 
parking garages available to college students and staff. 
When parking remember your stall number and enter it into the pay 
stations located on the first floor in front of the mosaic wall. 
Current rates apply.
801 S. Wabash
GEORAMA, AN INTERACTIVE virtual 
travel company, is partnering with 
Lurie Children’s Hospital, 225 E. 
Chicago Ave., to take terminally ill 
patients who cannot leave the hos-
pital on virtual adventures around 
the world.  
Georama and Lurie Children’s 
kicked off their partnership in 
December by bringing the Christ-
kindlmarket to patients at the hos-
pital. The footage of the market 
was live-streamed to patients, and 
the children were able to interact 
with Christkind, the marketplace’s 
mascot, by calling a direct line 
while she gave a digital tour around 
the market, said Nihal Advani, Geo-
rama’s CEO and founder. 
“On one end, there is a guide who 
has a wearable camera to share 
their perspective with viewers any-
where in the world,” Advani said. 
Viewers can tune in live and in-
teract with the guide in real time to 
control the experience, asking them 
“to basically show them something, 
or putting a question or suggestion.”
Lurie Children’s and Geora-
ma hope to host monthly events 
together in the future in order to 
bring more outside attractions to 
patients and their families. Advani 
said he would like to virtually take 
patients to Disney World. 
Susan Ruohonen, director of 
Children’s Services at Lurie Chil-
dren’s Hospital, said the hospital’s 
Children Advisory Board is in the 
process of deciding what Chicago 
events Georama should film and 
live-stream to the children. 
“So many of our families don’t 
have the opportunity to explore all 
that Chicago has to offer [because] 
they have so much else going on in 
their lives,” Ruohonen said. 
Georama started as a travel agen-
cy combining planning, booking 
and sharing all in one place, Advani 
said. Georama transformed into 
what it is today when it realized 
it had little leverage in the travel 
planning industry because there 
was so much competition.
“We always talked about our 
technology being used for some 
kind of social good,” Advani said. 
“And we had in mind children’s hos-
pitals and old age homes.” 
Advani said a partnership with 
Lurie Children’s Hospital was a 
good fit because of how techni-
cally advanced the hospital was. 
Before Georama started working 
with them, Lurie Children’s Hos-
pital already had a state-of-the-art 
television broadcasting system, 
which made it easier for Georama 
to broadcast interactive footage. 
“Initially, [Georama] was try-
ing to find places to stream, but 
now [Lurie Children’s is] helping 
us find where we should be going, 
using their partnerships and their 
resources,” said Aaqib Usman, in-
teractive producer of Georama and 
a  2013 Columbia College alumnus. 
Working with Lurie Children’s 
has opened a lot of doors for Geora-
ma because the hospital has a long 
list of sponsors and partners that  it 
can now work with, Advani said. 
In the past, Lurie Children’s has 
worked with the Art Institute of 
Chicago, 111 S. Michigan Ave., the 
Shedd Aquarium, 1200 S. Lake 
Shore Drive, the Chicago Cultural 
Center, 78 E. Washington St., and 
has had trainers bring animals to 
the hospital for the children to in-
teract with. They have also had the 
Chicago Symphony Orchestra and 
Looking Glass Theater perform for 
the children. 
Ruohonen said she is excited 
about the partnership because it al-
lows the hospital to expand on what 
it has already been doing. Lurie 
Children’s works with various orga-
nizations to bring the outside world 
to its patients.
By teaming up with Georama, 
Lurie Children’s hopes to not only 
bring Chicago to patients, but also 
to expose them to places all around 
the world, Ruohonen said. 
One of Georama’s long-term 
goals is to have people travel to 
places like Africa in real time with-
out leaving the country. If students 
are learning about Egypt or Rome 
in class, Georama wants them to be 
able to go on a tour of those places 
and interact with locals without 
leaving their classroom. Georama 
also wants to partner with schools 
to bring virtual adventures to stu-
dents and enhance educational ex-
periences, Advani said. 
Last year, Georama filmed the 
Chicago Pride Parade on Belmont, 
Broadway and Halsted streets, 
which allowed people to partici-
pate in the event even though they 
could not attend. Advani said this 
year Georama plans to film and 
live-stream the Chinese New Year 
Parade in Chicago. 
Lou Foglia THE CHRONICLE
Georama, an interactive virtual travel company, is located at 222 W. Merchandise Mart Plaza. Left to right: Nihal Advani, CEO and founder, Herrman Taraporewala, marketing 
manager and Aaqib Usman, interactive producer. 
smartinson@chroniclemail.com
Georama, Lurie Children’s bring world to patients 
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AFTER A PETITION uploaded to Change.
org, Metra is considering allow-
ing train passengers to travel with 
small animals.
Metra will be conducting a three-
month trial period on the Rock 
Island Line between the LaSalle 
Street Station and Joliet during 
weekends, according to Metra 
spokesperson Michael Gillis. 
“At the end of that three-month 
period, [Metra] would assess how 
the trial went and whether we 
would expand it to the rest of our 
systems,” Gillis said.
Rena Church, a 56-year-old resi-
dent of Aurora, Illinois, started the 
petition last summer, which gained 
4,471 signatures as of press time. 
“I like to come into the city and 
take my dog for walks, meet friends, 
go to the lake ... and I just want to 
be able to take my dog on the train,” 
Church said. 
She said that people are mysti-
fied that they cannot board the Me-
tra with their pets.
After Church posted the petition, 
she said people started signing it 
immediately. 
“[Most of the comments on the 
website] were really interesting and 
thoughtful because people were ba-
sically saying that they could not 
get out to the vet, to see their fam-
ilies in the suburbs and the city and 
that they could not take their pet 
and stay the weekend,”Church said 
.Julie Perziski, supervisor at Kris-
er’s Natural Pet Store, 1103 S. State 
St., said allowing small pets on the 
Metra would be beneficial to riders. 
She said Metra implementing this 
new policy would make her travels 
more convenient, and most of her 
customers would benefit from the 
policy as well. 
“I work at a pet store where I am 
allowed to bring my pet to work, but 
I can’t because they are not allowed 
on the train,” Perziski said. 
Dog owner Kali Hardey, 37, said 
she can see where there could be 
some problems attached to the new 
policy, such as pets on board dis-
turbing other passengers. 
“Metra should try to ensure the 
happiness of all riders,” Hardey 
said. “This new policy would make 
me more likely to ride the Metra 
because I take the Metra out to see 
my sister in the suburbs, and then I 
could bring my dog.”
Gillis said there are strict guide-
lines that apply for animals to ride, 
including being able to fit in a car-
rier that can sit in the passenger’s 
lap or fit under the seat. The pets 
cannot be disruptive to other pas-
sengers, and if they are, Metra has 
the right to remove them from the 
seats, Gillis said.  
“This policy would most likely be 
just cats and dogs,” said Gillis.
“[Metra’s] Citizens Advisory 
Board approved the test,” Gillis 
said. The next plan of action is go-
ing to the board of directors at a 
February meeting. 
“If they say it’s worth trying, we 
will launch this test sometime this 
spring,” Gillis said. 
Church said the approval of this 
petition would benefit Chicago’s 
economy and the Metra. 
“I have more than 4,000 signa-
tures on that petition,” Church 
said. “That right there would 
be 8,000 rides go there and 
back once.” 
Church said she hopes to see the 
petition gain even more popularity. 
“It would be great to get 10,000 
[signatures], but it’s a matter of get-
ting more publicity,” she said.
Kaitlin Hetterscheidt THE CHRONICLE
Rena Church, of Aurora, Illinois, started a petition last summer, which proposed a plan to allow small pets on board the Metra, which ended up gaining 4,471 signatures.
bmartinez@chroniclemail.com
Petition may allow pets on board Metra
BIANCA MARTINEZ
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IN-UNIT WASHER & DRYER
PRIVATE/SHARED BEDROOMS
FLAT SCREEN TV’S
SPECTACULAR LAKE AND CITY VIEWS
POWERFUL WIFI
24/7 SECURITY
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MOVIE THEATER
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FITNESS CENTER
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In the heart of downtown Chicago. 
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Visit TourTheBuck.com to schedule a personal walkthrough.
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House of Hookah
Need Hookahs & Accessories 
Shipped To You?
Check out WhatAHookah.Com
607 W. Belmont
Chicago, IL. 60657
(773) 348-1550
B.Y.O.B.  &  Open 7 Days A Week!
www.chicagohookah.comConveniently located near the
Red, Brown, and Purple lines!
@houseofhookahchicago
@hookah_chicago
@ChiHouseHookah
House of Hookah
607 W. Belmont
Chicago, IL. 60657
(773) 348-1550
$10 Off 
your order!
(Sit in Customers Only - Limit 1 Coupom Per Group)
Expires March 31, 2015
BASKING IN HOT tubs and grooming 
their fur, Japanese macaque mon-
keys are acclimating to their new 
home at Lincoln Park Zoo’s newest 
exhibit, the Regenstein Macaque 
Forest, which is set to open to the 
public in May.
The exhibit is part of a $15.5 
million capital improvement plan 
that includes the Lionel Train Ad-
venture, a carousel ride, additional 
dining space and restrooms and 
a new western entrance, Lincoln 
Park Zoo Public Relations Coor-
dinator Jillian Braun said in a Jan. 
28 emailed statement. Construc-
tion began on the exhibit during the 
summer of 2013.
The exhibit houses five female 
and three male macaques, all be-
tween 9–10 years old. Webcams, ma-
caque educators and exhibit signage 
will be added to enhance visitors’ ex-
periences before the exhibit opens 
in May. The exhibit was built to sim-
ulate the macaque’s natural habitat, 
Braun said in the email. The exhibit 
is 7,300 square feet and features real 
and artificial trees, a hot spring and 
a stream, as well as different mi-
cro-climates created with heating 
rocks and other elements that allow 
the monkeys to experience a variety 
of temperatures. 
“Macaques are very unique based 
on the climate in which they re-
side,” Braun said. “They are found 
on almost every island in Japan, 
ranging from sub-tropical lowlands 
to sub-alpine regions.”
Although the monkeys, also 
known as snow monkeys, are accus-
tomed to cold climates, Braun said 
that the monkeys will continue to 
thrive in the summer because they 
are used to extreme temperatures, 
and climate-controlling elements 
will help keep the animals com-
fortable. Braun said that because 
macaques have a wide-ranging, om-
nivorous diet, they eat more than 
213 different species of plants in 
addition to obtaining protein from 
seeds and small insects. 
The zoo does not count the num-
ber of patrons who visit its free ex-
hibits, which Braun said makes it 
difficult to predict whether the ma-
caques will draw in additional vis-
itors. However, she said she hopes 
the exhibit will educate the zoo’s 
current annual 3.5 million visitors.
The Detroit Zoo is also home to 
snow monkeys. Patricia Janeway, 
communications director of the 
Detroit Zoological Society, said 
they have eight monkeys. She also 
said their 5,500-square-foot habi-
tat, installed in 1993, is built to imi-
tate a mountain.
“[The macaques] don’t actually 
swim in their hot tub or take a dip,” 
Janeway said. “They just sort of 
sit on the edge of it and bask in the 
steam. It’s very cute.”
Janeway later said in an email 
that the Detroit Zoo spends 
$6,113.75 annually on food for the 
macaques, which includes foods 
like Mazuri primate chow, leaf bis-
cuits and fresh produce. She said 
the macaques in Detroit, also from 
Japan, fare well in the winter and 
summer months, making them a 
year-round attraction.
“[The exhibit] is very popular,” 
Janeway said. “They are active year-
round, so they are always out, scam-
pering over the rocks and climbing 
the trees. They’re very entertaining.”
Bonaventura Majolo, a reader 
at the University of Lincoln in the 
United Kingdom and a macaque 
expert, said Lincoln Park Zoo’s hab-
itat is conducive to housing Japa-
nese macaques because it highly re-
sembles what their natural habitat 
is like in the wild. He said the social 
setup of the habitat is also realistic 
to social hierarchies in the wild be-
cause there are more females than 
males. He added that because ma-
caques are flexible and tenacious 
animals, they should be able to en-
joy life at the zoo for the duration of 
their lives.
“Macaques are quite easy to keep 
because they are extremely strong 
animals and they are capable of 
coping with very different environ-
mental conditions,” Majolo said. 
“They reproduce very well even in 
enclosures where there isn’t a lot of 
environmental enrichment.”
Majolo said that in contrast with 
other primates, macaques tend to 
be more aggressive and function 
off of a social hierarchy that helps 
dictate that. He also said males are 
commonly more dominant.
“Because they have a very clear 
and steep dominant side, Japanese 
macaques are defined as a species 
where ranks are a reliable indicator 
of whether an individual will win or 
lose a fight,” Majolo said.
However, despite the aggressive 
nature of macaques, Majolo said 
they also have more friendly behav-
iors, which are usually exhibited 
through grooming their relatives.
“It’s not a society characterized 
solely by aggression,” Majolo said. 
“You also have friendly behavior. 
It’s something comparable to what 
we have in human friendship.”
Courtesy TODD ROSENBERG
As part of a $15.5 million Lincoln Park Zoo improvement plan, Japanese macaques arrived in the zoo’s newest 
exhibit, the Regenstein Macaque Forest, which is set to open to the public in May.
kdavis@chroniclemail.com
Snow monkeys inhabit Lincoln Park Zoo
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“are being violated under the aus-
pices of Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s 
administration.”
Huckleberry pointed to the city’s 
high crime rate, the “tens of thou-
sands” of Chicagoans without ac-
cess to recycling, the 49 Chicago 
Public Schools that were closed in 
2013 and the district’s lack of an 
elected school board as examples of 
Emanuel’s failings. CPS is the only 
school district in Illinois without 
an elected school board, and Eman-
uel, who makes all appointments to 
CPS, has openly opposed it.
“On all of these things, it’s been 
Bob Fioretti that has been on the 
forefront of the fight, especially 
against this mayor,” Huckleberry 
said. “There is this old saying in the 
Green Party, ‘Neither left nor right, 
but out in front,’ and Bob Fioretti 
has consistently been out in front 
on these issues.”
Green Party member and Chica-
go firefighter Sam Holloway said he 
thinks Emanuel’s corporate inter-
ests take priority over the needs of 
Chicagoans.
“I want a mayor who is of this 
city, who knows how it is to have 
constituents who are hard-working 
people and who will look out for ev-
eryone, not just the people who can 
afford to write checks,” Holloway 
said. “I’ve been here my whole life. 
I’d like to have a future here, and 
I’m going to vote for Bob Fioretti 
because I think he’s the mayor that 
gives us the best shot.”
safety or whether Uber needed to 
create more safety initiatives. 
In an email, Altmin said, “Prior-
itizing safety for each of the trips 
the Uber platform facilitates ev-
ery day means setting strict safety 
standards, then working hard to 
improve them every day.” 
Last month, in response to rid-
er safety concerns, Uber created a 
blog post with five tips for safety: 
read your driver’s profile, confirm 
that the driver who picks you up 
matches the correct profile, contact 
your driver without disclosing per-
sonal information—like your cell 
phone number—using Uber’s app, 
let your friends and family know 
what route you are taking with 
Uber’s ETA feature and provide 
Uber with feedback to keep bad 
drivers off the roads. 
Huckleberry said that while the 
party cannot offer much by the way 
of money, they can bring votes. In 
recent races where the party has 
run candidates for city office, they 
have recieved 10 percent of the 
vote. That is sizable in a five way 
race, he said.
Huckleberry and Holloway both 
have children who attend different 
CPS schools. They raised concerns 
about the school board failing to ad-
dress issues of cleanliness and un-
derstaffing, and they said the board 
could even be causing these issues.
Huckleberry, a community rep-
resentative on the Local School 
Council at Prussing Elementa-
ry, 4650 N. Menard Ave., said the 
school is “filthy” because it only 
has two full-time janitors to service 
600 students on two floors. Built in 
the 1920s, Prussing Elementary is 
heated by an outdated boiler that 
has caused temperatures to soar to 
90 degrees in the winter, he said. 
By orders from the engineer, 
they have kept the windows closed 
in the overheated classrooms “be-
cause the boilers will simply make 
it hotter for the rest of the school,” 
Huckleberry said. Both the custodi-
ans and the engineer are employed 
by contractor Aramark.
Being a man used to intense 
heat, Holloway said that he “almost 
melted” while volunteering in his 
school’s library. 
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“This is what four years of Rahm 
Emanuel have given us,” Huckle-
berry said. “If it’s true that in 1979 
it was the snow that drove Michael 
Bilandic out of office and ushered 
Jane Byrne in, then in 2015 it’s 
the filthy classrooms and every-
thing else that Rahm Emanuel has 
done for the students of Chicago 
that should cause him to be kicked 
out and to cause us to vote Bob 
Fioretti in.”
When asked what he thought 
of mayoral candidate and Cook 
County Commissioner Jesus 
“Chuy” Garcia calling himself the 
“neighborhood guy” at the mayoral 
debate before the Chicago Tri-
bune Editorial Board on Jan. 27, 
Fioretti replied, “Which neigh-
borhood? When? Where? Where 
was he? What has he done in our 
neighborhoods? I really don’t re-
member him when I was in Pilsen 
when the schools were being 
closed. He wasn’t there ... We didn’t 
see him at any hearing before the 
administrative law judges ... I’m 
not sure which neighborhoods 
he’s representing.”
Garcia’s campaign declined to 
comment. 
Kaitlin Hetterscheidt THE CHRONICLE
Mayoral candidate Bob Fioretti spoke to the Green Party of Chicago on Jan. 28. Party Chair Phil Huckleberry (directly behind Fioretti) said Fioretti has upheld the party’s 
core values while in office.

